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Chapter 1: Introduction

Poverty is still one of the major problems in thecatled Third World, thus poverty

alleviation is one of the major targets for international and national aid agencies.
However, in the World Bank 1990 World Developme Repor t weA can r e.
clear |l ink between aid and the WodddBankt i on of
1990: 128). Yet another problem is that, among scholars there is still little agreement on

t he defi niti oncladfitatiop of Wavrpoverty is wdiined is exfiemely

I mportant as different definitions of p oV
di fferent individydladearcdhigredumd .ax20®8Bar .29
(2006: 87) reviews of aidCassenet al. 1986 Mosley et al1991; White and

McGillivray 1995 pointed out, thaif wh at ever met hod i s used to
focus, it appears that a relatively small proportion of total aid is spent on projects or
sectors speci fi c arhus,ylspiteithebkigh praportion of aid thabis r o .
disbursed to developing countries, probably no more thaég0lper cent of aid is spent

on activities, which are intended to benefit the poor directly (Baulch 2006). While

previous methods of poverty assessrhemere widely criticized for their one

dimensional character, a wave of participatory methodologies (Chambers 1994a, 1994b)

has brought researches to a point where more than just strictly economic indicators are

taken into consideration when measuring povéfgt, the worldwide acknowledgment

t hat poverty -specifica plabetpecifigand peopisipme i f i co ( Dit

2008) phenomenon made defining and measuring poverty even more problematic.

Ghana is a WesAfrican country that was and still remains be one of the main

reci pients of international ai d. Ghanabos
alleviation, especially in its Northern Region. During the past 30 years, Ghana has
received billions of dollars of international aid from various actand institutions
(Devarajan et al. 2001), yet still large numbers of people do not have access to adequate
levels of food, credit, transport, and basic social services, including health and
education. Deep poverty remains a constant issue, especidhy iNorth where the
harsh c¢climate conditions adversely affect

! Poverty was mostly defined in @sonomic context as a lack of income, or in termsomsumption

10
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and agriculture and thus stimulates migration and perpetual poverty. Despite the
presence of many development agencies and organiZatidmghernGhana remains

the poorest part of the country, where eight out of every ten people are classified as

poof (Bugri 2007, GPRP 2003). In 1995, World Bank publishediitR e p o r t about
Participatory Poverty Assessmentin Ghana |t was one iooesfofthehe f i r s
Bank based on largecale participatory research. An effort was made to follow the new
participatory trend and thus understand better the social, economic and political

dynamics that perpetuated poverty, with the particular focus on incltidérpor.

Many devel opment agencies are trying to ad
participatory approaches. Yet still, in many countries, qualitative monitoring and
evaluation processes are largely missing from efforts to measure develauttemes

and impacts. Because existing methodologies for evaluating development have several
shortcomings, the outcome of such attempts is not straightforward. (Petesch 2001) In
2007, ICCO, Prisma, Woord en Daad in cooperation with University of Amsterdam
(UvA) and University for Development Studies (UDS) in Northern Ghana decided to
establish a Participatory Development Assessment (PDA) projduch will be
looking for new ways to measure the long term as well as the short term impact of past
and currentprojects. Northern Ghana and Southern Burkina Fassme chosen as
research areas. Based on the results of earlier stuttiesopportunity was taken to ask

UVA AMIDST to further develop the methodology of evaluating development
interventions. The new ntedology is much more holistic and participatory. It is
holistic in the sense that people are allowed to talk about everything that is important to
them, about their ideas of what the development project is and what impact it has on
their lives. And it isparticipatory, as people themselves are the ones doing the

evaluation based on their own definition of poverty and wealth. During meetings with

Z International and national aid agencies, N&overnmental Organizations (NGOs) and Fétsed
Organizations (FBOs) are engaged in regional development. Despite Islam domination, EBOs ar
mostly Catholic organizationgBugri, 2007)

% Poverty measured by income (GPRP 2003: 15)

* The project started in 2007 and is scheduled to last for 5 years (Decembér\28fsh 2012).

® There are nine research areas within these two countries: thnehich there is a lonterm and
ongoing presence of Dutdponsored NGOs; three areas in which there has been such NGO
involvement in the past; and three areas with very few external interventions.

® Such as the Sahel study (Zaal et al. 2003) and theaksmgdy of AMIDSt Andiema et al2007).

11
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the people, the researchers, using the Bebbington apprdachitate a localevel

assessment of over twentgars of changes, of interventions, and of the impact of those
interventions on different capabilities. Furthermore, AMIDST was asked to work
closely together with Southern partners to
Sout hd al |l bDdess.dDietgl2@T)t t he pr

This thesis will evaluate past development projects and estihmit@pact of the best

projects on five wealth categories in a participatory and holistic way. The successes and
pitfalls of the new methodology implemented within theAP@search project will also

be evaluated. In addition, the World Bank participatory poverty assessment from 1995

will be compared to the present perception of poverty of the people in Northern Ghana

in order to find out whether, after thirteen years,dhleave been any significant changes

and differences i n Ghanaian peopl eds perc
research recognizes and respects the articl&s182and 14° of the United Nations

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), whicanst for freedom of expression

and thought of all children Ther ef or e, childrenbs percept.i
in this thesis. Furthermore, because most demands for poverty assessment come from

policy-makers and institutions, and traditionally rineis a bigger demand for

"Livelihood analysis is based on six different 6ca
economic, sociapolitical, and cultural (Bebbington 1999, Dietz 2007).
8 Article 12:

1. States Parties shalssure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to
express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due
weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.

2. For thispurpose, the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial
and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either directly, or through a representative or an

. appropriate body, in a manner consistent with the proaédules of national law. (UN 1989)
Article 13:

1. The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, ig writin
or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the child's choice.

2. The exercise of this right may be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are
provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights reputations of others; or

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public health or
morals. (UN 1989)

19 Article 14

1. States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscieretiymmd r

2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable, legal guardians,
to provide direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner consistent with the
evolving capacities of the child.

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are
prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or morals, or the
fundamental rights and freedoms of others. (UN 1989)

12
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quantitative, rather than for qualitative research towards poverty assessment (Brannen
1992; Carvalho & White 1997), in this thesis an attempt will be made to suggest
possible future indicators for quantitative assessments ofryovased on qualitative

data.

The following thesis is divided into six chapters. The second chapter focuses on the core
elements of research. Within the theoretical framework, participatory research and the
concept of poverty are evaluated; included doether research question and
operationalization of the main concepts. Chapter 3 broadly describes the research
location and research methodology. Chapter 4 summarizes the main results of the
research, while Chapter Ssduses the research findings andnpares themto the
outcome of the PDA workshops and to the World Bank Report from 1995. Finally,

conclusions and recommendations can be found in Chapter 6.

13
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Chapter 2. The Core Elements of The Research

In this chapter the core elements of the researctiscassed. Firstly, within theoretical
framework participatory research and concept of poverty are evaluated. Further,
research question and sgbestions can be found. Finally, main concepts used in this
research are being discussed.

2.1 Theoretical Famework

Participatory Research

AThe Aparticipatoryo approach uses multipl
that emerge out of the experience of the poor, collected through participatory

t e ¢ h n i(Mosee 09802). In 1970, Paolo Freire puldid a book called Pe dago gy

of t he o¢ipwhick Besamyues that a Cultural Revolution can take place only

through conscientizatioh of the society and this can happen only through open
dialogue, which generates critical thought and action. The golthat Freire raised

was the fact that conscientization does no
exploited people, as they are a partofthe u | t u r e whidh meangl thatrtheyeade

not even aware of the fact that they do not have a vBegausainderstanding without

action does not bring any changeshdars inspired by Freire started to focus more on

the development of critical consciousness among the participants which would allow

them to take action. Thele of science thus hatharged. It has been acknowledged

that the research process should readyntribute to social transformation via
empower ment and conscientizision of t he i
researchThe basics of empowerment can follow from participatesearch, as it links

personal history with political contexhrough citical reflexion and action (Freire

1970).

! Conscientizatin is the process of learning to perceive social, political and economic contradictions,
and act. (Freire 1970).

14
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The first attempts of participatory research (PR), however, were not very successful.
Researchers wer e a developreedt tomo preartfhoerrmi iy a ni
Usually, participation was limited to passive observations of the community and the
research was often biasédIn response to the biased perception derived from
fidevelopment touristn i n t he | ate 1970s angpropesedral y 19 8
new approach, which he named Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA). RiRésed on quick

learning about local people and conditions using an essentially extractive approach by a
researcher. Yet, it was still not enough, because the main aim of paotigipegearch,

i n general, is to acquire indigenous peopl
PRA' Participatory Rural Appraisal. PRA focuses more on the empowerment of locals,

as it is the researcher who is the outsider and who is ledinoimgthem and theyall

togetherare trying to come up with a sustainable plan for future actions. Unfortunately,

PRA is not a risk/biafree method either. One of the main problems connected with
PRA, as well as RRA, is it s arfjinfarpatiahjup y 0O : I n
to-sevendays seminars are usually organized by the research teams. During these
workshops, representatives of all major sacigtural categories of the communities

should participate. Yet, the question remains: who actually patgsipand whose
knowledge is being accessed? The stearh character of these techniques forms one of

the constraints, as it is hard to build trust and proper cooperation between the locals and

the researcher within just a few days. Moreover, as an outtiideresearcher is unable

to find out who actually participates in the researchiantbre importantly why they

were chosen to participate? What are the pestreictures within the village? Who was

excluded and why? And who excluded him/herself? Rekearethods had to be
transformed in order to make another step forward in eliminating the weaknesses of
PRA, therefore Participatory Action Research (PAR) emerged. PAR is a more
anthropological approach, understood as a-temgy process of enabling peopte

present, share and analyze their knowledge from the very beginning of the project.
Local people should actively participate during all stages of the project; starting from

the identification of the problem and the designing of a project, through thiéonmomn

of the changes, and finishing with the final evaluation. Participation is no longer an
obligation, but it is a right of all citizens with strengthening social rights and

2 The most frequently mentioned includes the fact that villages on the real peripheries were not visited,
but places with ongoing projects wefavored; moreover ,neither representative samples of
respondents, nor the seasonality were taken into consideration.

15
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empower ment as its main ai ms. PAR that seen
developmentelated research can be, however it requires atiemy commitment. That

is the main reason why not PAR, but still PRA stays the most frequently used method of
participatory research (Chambers 1994a, Chambers 1994b, Mosse 1994, Ri8B&rds

Cook and Kothari 2001, Hickey 2004).

As mentioned above, participatory research offers a promising methodology and is a

very popular tool among scholars. However, it is not a perfect tool for collecting
comparable data. Many constructive critiqueaveh already emerged during the

evolution process of the participatory approach. Despite the considerable progress,
todaydéds methods and techniques are stildl
participatory research says that participation only resnaibuzzword, usually adopted

in projects only to create an illusion of consultation.(Chambers 1997, Cornwall 2005).
Moreover, according to Cooke and Kothari (2001), participation even though well
intentioned and welkxecuted, is not necessarily capable delivering its key

principles: equality, sustainability and empowerment to the participants, and sometimes
achieves the opposite by supporting the local pestreictures and development of local

elites. Some other critiques (Cornwall 2002) are tracingkwesses in methodology,

techniques and issues such as reflexivity and validity of the decisaiing process

about who is involved in participatory development and research and who is not.
Following Mosse (1995), Cornwall is arguing thatthé ¢ o mmsu nn ¢ egydds and wan
(Cornwall 2002: 54) might be dominated by the more powerful members of that
community, or by other external actors. The question aboute pr esent ati vene
accountability of ¢Corawall 20@2i 55)ahurenyaiimargto o c e s s € ¢

answer.

Some scholars argy8arron 2000,Grover 2004, Christensen 2000), that truly honest
participatory research requires mastver yone
participatory researches have been basically undertaken with adults anelyefativ

of them involved childrenAccording to Article 1 of United Nation Convention on the

Rights of the Child (UN CRC)ia child means every human being below the age of

eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained

ear | (Udrl1988) A number of organizations have been already highlighting the

concerns that children are facing difficultigsi n maki ng their own

16
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recognition of rights such (Vidasont2006: 229) s et
Thanks to the wodwide shift towards full participation, and international lobbying,

d

growing importance and recognition of Chil ¢

UN CRC, which stand for freedom of expression and thought of all chilérexily

have been well enmasized Few additional factors helped in highlighting the

I mportance of a proper investigation of
large proportion of the population in developing countries. Secondly, children are the

most vulnerable grquamong the poor, as their lives usually depend on the resources of

c hi

their parents. Moreover, todayos children |

present life will have an impact on their future life condition in terms of health, skills,
future job and social statusTherefore, it has been suggested that children should
contribute more actively to the research process by taking their points of view into
consideration more seriously as well as to allow them to hear themg€lvesrup
1990,Barran 2000,Grover 2004, Harphard005, Watsor2006).

Questions about and critiques of participatory approaches to sustainable development
seem more than justified, since fulfilling the key promises raised by participatory
research and achieving effective cbeas are difficult tasks for both researchers and
participants. A careful critique, however, does not need to lead to rejection of the
participatory approach, but should focus more on the improvement of recent
methodology. That is why, in order to understaine value of a project and to do things
better in the future, regular monitoring and evaluation and participatory impact research
are so importantRocheleau 1994Rubin 1995,Cook and Kothari 2001Dietz 2007,
Munce 2005). However, while the potentiaf participatory models is broadly
recognized, action on the ground is often very linite@iherefore, the development of

a new promising methodology by the PDA research project contributes to the discussion
over measurement of the impact of past developnpeojects (Dietz 2007). Such
participatory and holistic approach described and explained in more detail in the

methodology section in the Chapter 3, has also been adopted in this research.

¥A1n many countries, qualitative monitoring and

measure development outcomasda i m fPetesths2001: 31)

17
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Poverty

Nowadays, there is a worldwide agreement on povedyat®n as a prior goal of
development policies, but still there is little agreement on a definition of poverty.

AnCl arification of how poverty is defined i
of poverty imply the use of different indicators fazasurement; they may lead to the
identification of different individuals and groups as poor and require different policy
solutions f or (Ladenhe et &al.y2008: 2)dRorcntany years poverty was

defined in an economic context as a lack of megp or in terms oftonsumptioff

(Rowntree 1901,0lsonLanjouw 1997). Such onedimensional understanding of

poverty was a helpful assumption in measuring the relationship between economic
growth and poverty reduction. That approach has also been usedebyaiianal
organization and governments, in order ¢onstruct poverty lines and calculate poverty

rates which afterwards might be useditma k e compari sons across gr
changes in poverty over t i(OsenLanppuwd99dé8)r t o i n
Nevertheless, indisputablyoverty isnot onedimensional, but it is a mullimension

phenomenon. At the beginning of the 1990s, there was a shift observed towards
subjective/participatory under sfficemcd® ng of
rat her t han | ust i n straightforward i ncom
concept was extended by adding to it such facts as: personal assets, vulnerability,

mar ginalizati on, |l ack of access tod knowl e
freedom, health, social status, religion (Sen 1981, Baulch 1996), or health, education

and environmental issues (WB 2002). Furthermore, Dietz (in Dittoh 2008) pointed out,

that poverty can be also understoodiiaa | ack of capabilasty to |
defined by the cul t ur alThemfore, posertyis notonlymar t i c ul
extremely complex and dynami cspecifichnplaeept |, but
specific and peopfe peci fico (Dittoh 2008). ri@gonseque.

poverty became even more problematic.

* To be precise it is a minimal level of utility determined by level of consumption which cannot be
reached.

>Such as UN, UNDP, WB, and the indicators such as HDI; HIPIPF2, etc.

16 cannot afford enough food, adequateltsnegood health, schooling, security, to avoid abuse, etc.
(Elbers 2007).
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Another problem with defining and measuring poverty is the fact that scholars
distinguish two main traditions of poverty analysis: quantitative and qualitative:

i T homantitative approachto poverty measuremersind analysis is defined as one that
typically uses random sample surveys and structured interviews to collecti datinly,
guantifiable datai and analyzes it using statistical techniques. By contrastgtiaitative
approachis defined as one that tigally uses purposive sampling and setmuctured or

interactive interviews to collect datamai nl vy , data relating to peopl
preferences, priorities, and/or perceptions about a subjecand analyzes it through
sociologicalorarhr opol ogi c al r e(Gaavaro antd White 1©99vyni ques . 0O

Within the two traditions, there are some more popular approaches of how to define and
measure poverty, such as: monetary approach, capability approach, social exclusion
approach, or participatgr approach (Laderchi et al. 2003). While quantitative
approaches (i.e monetary approach) have been dominant, especially innpeitiog

circles, the shift in the development agenda and attempéally understand the poor

in their complexity, brought aimcrease in the use of qualitative approath&¥hat is

more, the supporters of the quantitative approach also acknowledged that poverty is not
only related to economic growth and income distribution, but also to a wide set of other
nonquantitative indiators®, such as those mentioned in the previous paragraph.
(Bourguignon 2003, Sahn 2003) Therefore, there have been increasing attempts at

integrating the two approaches.

The lesson learned thus far about the possible integration of the two approashes say
that what was traditionally identified as the strengths of qualitative methods should be
incorporated into quantitative poverty measurement. One way to do that is to use the
qualitative methods first. Thanks to this, perception and understanding ofypwitbin

people from a particular geographical area would be analyzed and would be used as a
guide to the design of a quantitative, laspale survey (Barrett 2001, Kanbur 2001,
Sahn 2001). Qualitative methods have several advantages, such as +deoth in
understanding of the fact why people are poor, or how they move in and out from
poverty, but we should not forget about pitfalls of the participatory approach that were
mentioned in the previous section. Particularly scholars should take into cotisidera

the problem related to internal social structures and power relation within researched

YAMany bilateral and multilateral agencies now r ol

(Kanbur 2001)
YA The fAparticipatory
the experience of t

0 appr oa cohpouersy status that emhergpduteof s ubj e«
he poor, c¢ {Moseel®38e2d t hrough part
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communities. Such powers might lead to the exclusion of certain people by members of
their own community. Usually the excluded groups consist of the very pooreand t
poor, thus those most needy people still remain invisible and unheard. Finally, poverty
assessment is not always consequents@ime researches distinguish only three wealth
groups in their analysis, such as rich, average and poor; while other dsdtifgur or

five groupsi i.e. adding very poor and disablpdople groups. Such inconsistency is

also a consequence of a lack of one definition of the concept.

Some scholars argue that nobody knows poverty better than the poor themselves (Dittoh
2008: 3. This is such an obvious statement, yet it seems that-@genicies still have a
tendency to exclude the real fexpertso,
discussion about poveripeasurement. As a consequence of such attitude, a fair picture

of powerty is still hard to assess. It can be argued that the definition and a right
methodology are two major challenges. Thus, scholars should reach agreement over the
definition and also find a way to reach the excluded groups. Unfortunately, in practice,
this is very hard to executeynd et al.2008,Andiemaet al. 2007).

2.2 Research Question and Sufuestions

New measurement standards and participatory techifgb@ee several advantages,
nevertheless the major problem, how to measureguantitativeindicators, remains
unsolved. The main project of the PDA used new holistic and participatory M&E
methods. Yet, during the PDA workshops the local elites were broadly represented. The
guestion thus appeared: whether it is possible that during less fotogdns
community meeting also representatives of other wealth classes will participate? What
is the rule and pattern of those who decide who will take part in such meetings?
Whether power relations and elite domination exist in every area of social lifie in
villages? And whether because of that, development projects and further evaluations are
also targeted at certain people? Whether the impact touches only certain groups of
people? Whether a truly participatory research is actually possible? And whheca

9 Such as mentioned in the section before: Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA), Participatory Rural Appraisal
(PRA) or Participatory Actin Research (PAR) and others.
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done, in order to translate the outcome of a participatory research into the language of
policymakers?

Research Questions:

Do the results of the PDA Project at the level of Naktast Langbensi reflect the
opinions of people at village level if loagand more detailed research at that level

takes place?

Sub-Questions:

1. What is the impact of the best projects on five wealth categories in the participating
communities?
a) What are the characteristics of five wealth groups: very rich, rich,cutnot
rich, poor and very poor?
b) What kind of development projects are present in the area and what are the five
best projects?
c) What is the impact of the five best development projects on five wealth groups?

2. Are the members of particular groupisthe society sharing the same views about
poverty and the impact of development interventions?

a) What are the main conclusions after PRA workshops?

b) What are the differences/similarities between lists of projects made during PDA
workshops and focugroup discussions ?

c) What are the differences/similarities in the perception about the poverty
assessment between PDA research, this research and the WB PPA Report?

d) What are the poverty dynamics in the region?

3. What are the pros and cons of thevmeethodology?
a) What is the possible bias?
b) What are the reasons for possible bias?
c) Who is included and who is excluded from patrticipating in development projects
and the PRA workshops?

d) Who constitute the main excluded group?
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e) What are otherrpblems with the participatory impact research?
f) What does it mean for the methodology and what can be done in order to improve

it in the future?

2.3 Operationalization

In my research the following definitions of concepts will be used for my

operatonalization.

Poverty

Il ndi sput abl vy, poverty is a compl daxgelyand dyn
time-specific, placespecific and people p e c (Dittoh @D8). Therefore, participants

were asked to characterize five wealth groups: very nidh, not poor/not rich

(NP/NR), poor and very poor. Afterwards, the answers were divided into categories as
shown inTable 1. As a result, definition of the particular wealth groups used in this
research reflect®cal conceptions of poverty and it is broadly discussed in Chapter 4 of

this thesis.

Table 1. Categories of the poverty concept

Wealth Group Category
Transport
Family
Education

Very Rich Housing

Rich , Clothes

Not Poor/Not N Eating habits

Rich Farm

Poor Animals

Very Poor Health
Ceremonies
Position in the society
State of mind
Others
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Participation

Participation was broadly discussed in the thicakframework section above, but it
should be highlighted that this thesis agrees with statement made by Obure (2008) that
the participation of stakeholders should be accompanied by advocacy for under
privileged groups in society, as thea i m o fatoyy devalopneent s to increase the
involvement of socially and economically marginalized people in deaisaking over

their own lives(Guijt 1998: 1; in Cook and Kothari 2001). Therefore, the inclusion of
other members of the communities, who were patticipating during the PDA
workshops, would help me to verify how well the new methodology employed by the
PDA project in this stage of evaluation was able to cover the feelings and impressions
of the community (as a whole) about previous developmeojeqis and poverty
assessment.able2 shows in details how the concept of participation will be analyzed

in this thesis.
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Table 2. Operationalization of participation concept

Concept Dimensions Variables Indicators

Participation in developmer
projects

Project Participatory,
Interaction Evaluation

Voices and demands of th
community properly evaluate
and adapted

Do members of the communit
Active Participation| Sense of intgrity want to be a part of th
(Inclusion) project?

Does the community activel

Mobilization participate in the projects?

Participation Does the participation i
development projects as we
Empowerment as in PRA workshops make t}
community partipants feel
more empowered?

Do the NGOs try to reach th
Access ones who are hard(er) {1
reach?

Nonparticipation
(Exclusion) Are all groups of the
community represented in th
PRA and the projects (gende
religion, ethnicity, clas, age)?

Representativeness

Source: Own research, inspired by Oakley (1987), Cooke and Kothari (200 ), Ebrahim (2003).

Community

Community will be defined agi a | | people | iving itwllbehe ar ea
assumed that community is not one homogenous groppagle, but it is diverse with

differences in religion, class, ethnicity, gender and age.

Power Relations

This research recognizes that there are power relations within every social system: a
society/community; moreovér [ t | hey ar e mdiffetent forimg theytcdaney hav

be in play in family relations, or within an institution, or an administrati@m between
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a dominating and a dominated clag&bucault 1988: 38). Power refers to those aspects

t hat mi g ht be transl|l attetif asemdend |l aenbébayi
What is more, the actions of one person affect the thoughts or actions of another person.
Therefore, people fAin powero could be <char
ones, strong and in control. Power might alsedenected to wealth, as lack of certain
consumption items, which affect social participation. Therefore, it is easier for rich

people to take advantage from the unequal distribution of power by lobbying and
influencing the decisiomaking processes, rath#tan the poor. Consequently, such

behavior contributes to the perpetuation of existing inequalities (Mansuri et al. 2004,

Gouch et al. 2006).

Development Project

For the purpose of this research, 6devel o
Participants were allowed to include all mentioned activiiegncluding their own

initiativesi that improved/worsened the situation in their community. The flexibility in
understanding Afa devel opment projecto ma k
between dvelopment project and nguoject. Yet, apart from just a few truly

individual initiative$®, development projects can be defined as all interventions which

were organized on a higher than household level.

Impact

Impact assessment aims at reaching #éngeted results of a development project, as
well as the information about the way in which the project was started and
implemented..(Andiema et al.2007). As a response t@fforts made to measure
development outcomes and impagbsirticipatorymonitoring and evaluationM&E)
techniques can be implementedowadays, participatory M&E is an exercise, that
systematically and objectively measures development outcomes and impact.

Participatory M&E is trying to answer specific questions such as: whether underly

%0 Such as introduction of a certain crop in a village by one person who brought it from a different
country, or buying NHI for people in the village by a candidate for a MP, as this was only an element
of the political campaig.
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theories and assumptions used in development programme were valid, what worked and
what did not work and why. By encouraging the participation of stakeholders, it is
possible to analyze past interventions together with the involved society, andrierefo
use local advices and experience when designing future projéBtOED 1999, Dietz

2007, Petesch 2001).

2.4 Conclusion of Chapter 2

From the 1970s onwardsch®lars inspired by Freire started to focus more on the
development of critical consciousss among the participants of their studies, since it
was discovered thaheé basics of empowerment can follow from participation in a
research processAcross Yyears, theparticipatory research with its promising
methodology became more and more recognizadd acceptedamong scholars.
Nevertheless, it is not a perfect tool yet. Many critiques of participatory research
emerged, such as: participation is just a buzzword, that only creates an illusion of
consultation, or that participation even when vieértioned and welexecuted, is not
necessarily capable of delivering to the participants its key principles, such as: equality,
sustainability and empowerment, and sometimes achieves the opposite by supporting
the local powestructures and development ot#b elites. Some other scholars argue
that participatory researches have been basically undertaken with adults and relatively
few of them involved children.Questions about and critiques of participatory
approaches to sustainable development seem morejubigired. A careful critique,
however, should not lead to rejection of the participatory approach, but should focus
more on the improvement of recent methodologies. While the potential of participatory
models is broadly recognized, action on the grosnaften very limited. Therefore, the
PDA research project, which aims at development of a new participatory and holistic
methodology for evaluating development interventions, might be an initiative that will

succeed in finding a new way to measure the chphpast development projects.

The proper and objective methodology that will measure the impact of past
development projects is thus important, as it can help to understand the value of a
project and do things better in the future. The weBigned deslopment interventions
should contribute directly or indirectly to the improvement of the situation in the area,

and will hence result in poverty reduction. A proper methodology, however, is not the
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only challenge. Clarification of how poverty is definedalso extremely important. For
many years poverty was defined in an economic context as a lack of income, or in terms
of consumption, but tathe beginning of the 1990s, a shift was observed towards
subjective/participatory understanding of poverty mare it er ms o f Ai nsuf f
rather than just in straightforward income/consumption terms. Still though, scholars
distinguish two main traditions of poverty analysis: quantitative and qualitative, and
apart from increasing attempts to integrate the two @gpes, there is still an ongoing
debate how it should be done. There is a wuiide acknowledgment that poverty is a

Al ar g edpgcifict planespecific and peopts p e ¢ (Dittah@@08) phenomenon.
However, defining and measuring it became very @molatic. Some scholars argue,

that nobody knows poverty better than the poor themselves, yet there is still a tendency
to exclude the poor (or the society itself excludes fhefrom the discussion about
povertymeasurement. Moreover, different definitioné poverty imply the use of
different indicators for measurement and consequently may lead to the identification of
different individuals and groups as poor. This also influences different policy solutions
for poverty reduction. As a consequences of sutitudes a fair picture of poverty is

still hard to get.

All in all, it can be argued that the definition and a right methodology are two major
challenges in assessing poverty. Thus, scholars should reach agreement over the
definition and also find a metlk to reach the excluded groups. This research wants to
contribute to this discussion by trying to find answers for questions such as: who decide
who will take part in participatory research meetings? Whether power relation and elite
domination exists andvhether because of that, development projects and further
evaluations are also targeted at certain people? Whether the impact touches only certain
groups of people? Whether a truly participatory research is actually possible? And what
can be done, in orddo translate the outcome of a participatory research into the
language of policymakers? However, before presenting the outcome of the research,
Chapter 3 willprovide the information about the geographical context and methodology

used during the process.

%1 See the critique of participatory approach paragraph above.
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Chapter 3. Description of Study Area and Method of Research

This chapter intends to provide the context and methodology used in this research. It
begins with a broader description of Northern Ghana, to further narrow the focus to East
Mamprusi Districtand three rural villages where the research was conducted. The next
section focus on the methodology implemented in this research. It starts with

explanation of data collection methods, while the following sections explain the process
of data collection,arget population, unit of analysis, and data analysis procedure. The

chapter concludes with a statement of ethics as well as with the acknowledgment of

possible limitations of the study.

3.1 Background of the research locatiofi

North Ghana

The Northern Rgion of Ghana occupies an area of about 70,383 square kilometers and
is thelargest region in Ghana in terms of land area. The region is divided into thirteen
districts, which are governed by District Assemblies. The population is 1,820,806 and
represent9 . 6 per cent of the countryds popul at

population density, which varies widedgross the region.

North Ghana <can be described awoodiead r el at i
i nterspersed with g70agsoted in KdBangan@ob:&2).i kikson 1
characterized by droughesistant trees, such as the acacia, baobab, shea nut, locust

(known | ocally as Adawadawao), mango, and n

The climate of the region is relatively dry, with a single rairgssa that begins in May
and ends in October. The dry season starts in November and ends in March/April. As an
effect of poor soils and low rainfall, agricultural production is limited to staple food

such as rice, yam, maize and millet. Food insecurityigisrsn northernGhana

2 The majority of information in this section was taken from
http://www.ghanadistricts.com/region/?r=6&sa=128ccess 9 March 2009
http://www.ghana.co.uk/history/history/religion.htacces®nline 10 March 2009.
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particularly during the lean season from March to September. Despite those difficulties,
the majority (71%) of the productive age group consists of peasant farmers and the

agricultural sector is the key employer in the region. (29885).

There are two dominant religions in the North: Christianity and Islam. Islam was
introduced in the North by pieolonial TransSaharan traders. It remains the
predominant religion in the region and influenced cultural, social and traditional sphere

of Iife in the North. The fisuccesso of I s |
principles of Islam were ¥%iTheipleserncedflslampeop! e
also influenced development of the region. It has been argued that becawesstadrig

position of Islam, children were more likely to attend Koranic schools rather than those

led by Catholics. Thus, literacy development provided by the Christian missionaries was

rather limited. This consequently led to a lower education levehén region in

comparison to the south of the country. This gap is still very visible, but across years

there have been other factors, described below, that also caused such differences.
Neverthel ess, todayods domi nati onan thét | sl am
Ghanaians have totally abandoned their traditions. It has been said that in thews of

crisis, people still practice their traditional rituals no matter whether they are Christians

or Muslims.

The Northern Region consists of many ethnic gspwyghich all together speak over 30
local dialects. In the pasi,t he nature of soci al and power
groups [ é] has been a (Kosniietral. 2006:u21621d). o f con
However, over the years cultural and ethnic divisihave made members of society to

accept each other, so nowadays everyone lives in relative peace and harmony.

Therefore, it is not a complex interplay between ethnic and religious groups that make
Northern Ghana @ pr o b | e m(Webbay i 1®95dt is a deep poverty, which

remains a constant issue in the North. The harsh climate condition adversely affects
economic activity, peopl ebs health and agr
migration and poverty. Northern Ghana had been caught in Wertpdrap already

back in the colonial period. During British rule, the northern regions were marginalized

2 polygamy, existence of secret societies, certain ceremonies and practices that were rooted in traditional
practicesare also allowed by Islam.
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and remained underdeveloped and undereducated, as the British wanted to keep those
regions as a cheap Ol abor r engplementation.of By
certain policie¥ the colonial regimes made sure that the Northern Territories remained
underdeveloped (Plange 1979, Shepherd 2004). Ever since, the gap between North and
South has been so deep that despite the presence of many dewelagereies and
organization$, Northern Ghana remains the poorest part of the country, where eight out
of every ten people are classified as Bo@GPRP 2003). Involvement in international
programmes, such as the Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy FamNIIMillennium

Campaign or Millennium Challenge Accotiihtas well as national programmes, such as

pre

the Livelihoods Empowerment Against Povéitypr ogr a mme , the govel

decentralization programme, Educational Reform Programme or National Health

Insurarce Schem@ ( GPRS | | 2005: 3) shows that Gh an

alleviation is a top priority in the policy agenda. Yet, still large numbers of people do
not have access to adequate levels of food, credit, transport, and basic social services,
including health and education, which in combination with poor infrastructure would
make the road towards poverty reduction long and bumpy, especially for the Northern
regions (Kusimigt al.2006: 216211, Lund et al. 2008, GPRS Il 2005).

East Mamprusi District

East Mamprusi is one of the 18 districts of the Northern Region with its capital in
Gambaga.The current population has been estimated as 180,877 people (with women
constituting 51% of this figurehftp://www.ghanadistricts.com/region/?r=6&sa=120
acess 9 March 2009). Around 39% of the district population is in the age group
between 614 years, another 41% in the age group efid%years, and 20% in age group
4560 and abové' Settlement patterns are largely dispersed, with concentration in five

4 Such as i.e. restricted educational development and other missionary activitiesNorth (Thomas,
1974)

% |nternational, national aid agencies, NGOs and FBOs are engaged in regional development. Despite
Islam domination FBOs are mostly catholic organizati@Bagri, 2007)

%5 poverty measure by income (GPRP 2003: 15)

2’ Ghana Poverty Rhiction Strategy Il aimed at making Ghana a mediwome country by 2015

28 Millennium Challenge Account financed by the United States Government made funds available for
reducing poverty

#Livelihoods Empowerment Against Poverty programme gives cash tenigothe extremely poor

¥National Heal th I nsurance Scheme fguarantee ever
1

ficradle to graveo at affordable costo (GPRS
*11n a socieeconomic study of the Onchocerciaised zones in Ghana,sample survey was carried out
in the District by the National Onchocerciasis secretariat in 1997. It should be taken into consideration
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urban settlements: Nalerigu, Gambaga, Langbensi, Nakpanduri, and Bunkprugu. The
majority of the people are Muslims, yet there is a number of Christians and Traditional
Religion worshipers as well (GSS 2005). The major ethnic group in the District is the
Mamprus who speak MampruliOther ethnic groups found in the region are Bimobas,
Konkombas, Frafra, Gonja, Mossi, Talensi, Hausa, Fulani and Chokosi, as well as
single representatives of other ethnic groups.

Agriculture and livestock rearing is the main ocatipn of the adult population in the
District. As a result of migrations, deep poverty and declining soil fertility, in the lean
season families are usually facing food shortages. Because men were no longer able to
provide enough nutrition to feed theinidies only from the farm outcome, women had

to start contributing to the household economy as well. Ssoale business activities,

such as production of shea butter, pito, fish, carving and weaving of traditional textile
and baskets are carried out nipdiy women. As a result of being a member of the
family who also brings money home, the status of women has changed. Today, women
became more empowered and have more to say in deaisikimg processes that affect

the wellbeing of their family and theimmmunity, compared to the recent past. Still

t hough, |l ack of proper infrastructure and

economy and development.

The scattered nature of settlement patterns in some parts of the District makes
accessibility tahe major social and economic infrastructure very difficult. Most of the
roads linking such places are only footpaths or roads in very bad condttiensajor

road across the District linking Walewale with Nalerigu is motorable throughout the

year, yett needs to be repaired after every rainy season.

East Mamprusi District has also limited access to safe drinking vauernf the 143
communities almost a half (48.8%) of all settlements has no access to potable water, and
most of the handiug wells ae¢ not deep enough to provide water throughout the year.

Consequently, people drink from unprotected sources, which causes the increase of

a time lapse and the sample size (350 households), so the figures may not be the exact current situation
of the age htribution but may reflect the general trend.
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waterborne diseasés (http://www.ghanadistricts.com/region/?r=6&sa=12@ccess 9
March 2009).

Health care is lim&d to one hospital in Nalerigu, three health centers and three health
posts. Presently, only about 7,000 people benefit from the National Health Insurance
Scheme in the District. Generally, the major problems related to the health care are: the
shortage ofqualified personnel, weak financial base and difficult access to health
facilities from remote communities in the district
(http://www.ghanadistricts.com/region/?r=6&sa=12@ccess 9 March 2009; GPRS I
2005).

In terms of education, in total, thereeak03> established Basic Schools in the District.
There is also one Senior Secondary School and one Vocational instifidiah.
enrollment rate of all schoa@lge children is 69% and is increasing throughout the years.
Nowadays 61% of girls in school agdend school, yet the dropout rate is still higher
for girls (13.5%) than for boys (6.37%), which results in a higher illiteracy rate for
women. There are only 372 teachers in the District, which means thatgaghikr ratio

is 55:1.1t results in ovenowded classrooms, which consequently negatively influences
the quality of education. What is more, the quality of existing facilities is questionable.
In many schools there is a lack of basic equipment, like chairs, desks or teaching and
learning materia; and many of the buildings need to be entirely renovated
(http://www.ghanadistricts.com/region/?r=6&sa=12@ccess 9 March 2009; GPRS I
2005).

The above problems, together with low educational levels and high fertility rates, also
have negative impaston the general well being and development of the district.
Therefore, East Mamprusi District is considered as an area of the country where mass
poverty exists, and where household real

needs.

%2 \Water borne diseases such as diarrhea, bilharzias, dysentery and cholera.
33 Currently there are 24 Pre schools established, 64 primary schools, 15 Junior Secondary Schools.
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Overview of rural research communities

During the PDA workshop, villages were divided according to their geographical

position for Langbensi Central, NorErast, NorthiWest and South. The villages, which

had been chosen to be included in my research also represantligision””. The

research thus was conducted in three villages: Wundua, Kasape and Gbangu. The

village of Wundua represents the South of the District, Kasape represents\stth
and Gbangu represents Nofhast of the District. In addition, ethnic chaeagstics of
those villages were taken into consideration Pictures 1 and 2 stgogeographical

position of the villages, whil&able3 briefly summarizes the communities.

Picture 1. Map of Ghana Picture 2. Geographical position of researched

communities
BURKINA FA§O

>z

GHANA

~ ; “i SCALE 1:50000
0 Bolgatanga’

: ' 7
| UPPERWEST S oo, '

N Wulugu . Gambaga., ‘- _ N S

! oWa o | ”

\ o o
[t | ) Walewale

b=~

777777777

™ gl NORTHERN S i g
Al Tamaler Yendi 20 b 2
> +Sawla v
~y *Bole
2 Bimbila:

COTE 1% 3 06O |
D'IVORE S ' | BENIN
Ay < . 9

© O Noambol N yerees
-Kintampo\ ) Y&l T
; BRONG-AHAFO \ !
Wenchi + Kwadjokrom . '+ Kete Krax;hl
4 Berekum \_:‘I:echirpdd»ﬂ_”v/‘ '._\ ‘
L= cBua o ‘woLTA
NSEE ]
e -Mampong -~~~ ?I:(parldu
\ < ASHANTI ; y >
1 Gawso, . --" EASTERN *\
Vo Kumasio Konongot, P ;
\\\ ‘!,JBJ‘blanl . Bekwa:v' + Nkawkaw u) Hong. y 1»\ /’,
i " E

-Dumbai

g (=]
*  Sunyani ~

Awasa '::Tﬂ *Obuasi’  Kade Kofojridua'l\: .

* WESTERN | %, '0d  ~“GREATERACCRA -
\[WACCRA o

', Prestea " CENTRAL £ o o
1 Tarkwa '\ = ]

[ Nowias 1 eipe Const S International Boundary
"A}iﬁ]fl'akorad’l,.seko"di ~=~~=-  Province Boundary

- - g Gy
~ National Capital > =2
o 25 s TEKiiens GULF OF GUINEA Province Capital ; d \'“‘wa ..
ConvAah ® 2000 w Other Cities - V‘“:\"u' |

| Copyright © 2009 www. com
Source: www.mapsofworld.com access online Source: Map of North Ghana, First Edition, 196(
27.07.2009. Own edit. Published by Survey of Ghana. Ov
photography and edit.

o [m]

% Research with adult participantgas not conducted in Langbensi Central, as the town is one of the

biggest settlements in the District, as well all it is mixed in terms of ethnicity. It was assumed that it

would be better to focus on smaller settlements. Moreover, the comparative samdlysivillage

representing the group fALangbensi Centralo
(2009).
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Table 3. Summary of researched communities

Geographical Distance to . : Dominant
Position Langbensi Community Population ethnic group
South 10 km Wundua 3850 Mossi
North-West 4 km Kasape 2118 Gonja
North-East 13 km Gbangu 2845 Mamprusi

Source: Fieldwork Data.

Wundua is a vikhge located 10 km south from Langbensi. The majority of people living
there are Mossi from south Burkina Faso, who migrated many years ago to look for
more fertile grounds. However, the land belongs to the Mamprusis, who were the first
people in the ared&ollowing traditional land ownership law, the first who settle in a
place are the ones who own and rule the land. Therefore, apart from strong superiority
in numbers of the Mossi in the villagethe chief is a Mamprusi. Wundua is also
regarded as a villagwith a very strong Muslim traditioh almost all inhabitants are
practicing Islam, with only 14 Christians and 4 traditional believers among 3,850
inhabitants. Mossi are also known from the fact that they continue the Female Genital
Mutilation practicesApart from a strong presence of Islam, women in the village seem
to be highly empowered. They speak freely during community gatherings and their
opinions are respected. Both men and women admit that this change is very visible, as
many years ago, women menot even allowed during such meetings. Therefore,

Wundua can be a good example of a village where the status of women has changed.

A strong position of women was also visible in the second visited commut#tyape.
Kasape is a small village locatet kilometers norttwest from Langbensi, with a
population of 2,118. A majority of the people are farmers from the Gonja ethnic group.
There is no dominant religioinboth Islam and Christianity are present, with few cases
of traditional believers. Kasapar be considered as a rather poor village. There is one
primary school and only two boreholes. The literacy level is low, especially among

women. Kasape is a village with limited presence of development activities.
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Gbangui the third visited village is a strictly Mamprusi settlement. It is located on the

hill about 3 km from the main road, 13 kilometers naé#ist from Langbensi. The
population is estimated to be 2,845 and Islam is the dominant religion. Gbangu has two
schoolsi a primary school and audior Secondary School, few boreholes, a small
clinic, a corn mill and a warehouse. Yet again, the literacy level is rather low, especially
among women. The major occupation of people is farming, with few Scelk

business activities, carried out mgdtly women.

Even though those three communities seem similar, yet they are remarkably different in
terms of size, population characteristics and features. These differences and other
characteristics were hoped to represent different perceptions ofypawnercommunity

development.

3.2 Methodology

Data Collection Methods

Participatory Action Research (PAR) is
that developmentelated research can be, but it requires a-tengm anthropological
commitment. Regarding the fact that my time for data collection was limited,
implementing PAR was not possible. Apart from many critics of participatory research
mentioned in the theoretical framework section in Chapter 2 in this thesis, the
participatory and holistianethodology developed during PDA workshops has been
adopted in this research. Such participatory and holistic approach represents an
interesting mix of constructivisth postpositivisnt® and critical theory/ (Crotty 1998,

Kane et al. 2001). Therefore, itaw still regarded as the best available methodology for

the purpose of this research.

% Constructivism isan epistemology, which holds that meaning is created through the interaction
between subject and object.(Crotty 1998).

% Ppostpositivism believes that human knowledge is not based on unchallengeablesotintk
foundations, but it isonjectural(Crotty 1998).

%7 Critical Theory acknowledges thtite explicit role of science is to contribute to social transformation,
as wel as that the research process should empower and conscientizision.(Crotty 1998)
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The data collection process was based on two main PRA methods: focus groups and
Afseed techniqueo (PRA Manual, nd) Yet son
was talken from norformal or semiformal interviews or loose conversations with the

villagers and PAS. workers after the workshops.

In addition, in every village, a representative of every focus dfougs given a camera

and they were asked to capture on piEsuwhat was discussed during our meetings.
Therefore, the visualization of wealth groups, or development projects, or things that
they found relevant to the discussed topics were hoped to be presented. Unfortunately,
because of technical problems that wemased by photoamera® many pictures were
spoiled, thus a proper analysis of all pictures was not possible. Nevertheless, the

pictures that were possible to develop, are used in this thesis in the further sections.

Focus Groups

During the data collémg process, six focus group sessions were carried out with
community representatives, and three with the youth from Junior High Schools. | spent
two days in each of the three research communities. During that time, two focus groups
took place: the firstay meeting the male group, and the female group the following
day. The first exercise engaged all participants. They were asked to make a list of
development projects in the village and rank the five best according to their subjective
feelings. After thé exercise, participants were divided into age groups: young(er) and
old(er). They were to decide themselves to which group they belong. In such
subgroups, the following exercises were performed. It started with the discussion and
characteristics ofive wealth groups in the village, so whom they considered as very
rich, rich, not poor/not rich, poor and very poor. Furthermore, participants were asked to
estimatethe impact of the five best projects on five wealth categories, as well as
indicate which grop of wealth dominates in the village by using thecatled seed
technique method.

% One man from a Male focus group and one woman from the female focus group in every village were
asked to accomplish this extra assignment.

% Photocameras that were avdile in the area were very defective and caused many problems
especially with rewinding the finished films. Consequently, films were exposed and many pictures
were impossible to retrieve.
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The meetings were also held in three Junior Secondary Schools, with pupils from the
third (last) class, both boys and girls. Pupils from the third grade should betdtdeas
years old. In practice thougm one class ages can vary from 12 up toP&ils that

age were chosen as a target youth, as they should have already general knowledge to
understand the principle of the discussion, as well as | thought they shealdfkent
English and have no problem with writing basic sentences in English. The discussion
with the youth was similar to those with the adults. At the beginning of the meeting, a
list of development project was made and the five best projects weredréykthe
whole class. Afterwards, boys and girls were divided into gegdrips without any
particular age division. They continued to work in such subgroups on the characteristic
of the five wealth categories, as well as ondgbBmation ofthe impactof the five best

projects on those five wealth categories using seed technique method.

Seed Technigue

AfSeed t eig & perfertute@ob for understanding the community structure and
distinguishing different groups that exist in the area. Originalgdsare used to get the
approximate estimates, however they can be replaced with stones, rice grains, small
twigs, or other available materials (PRA Manual, nd). During the data collection
process, in order to get an approximate estimaté@mipact of he five best projects

on five wealth categories: very poor, poor, not poor/not rich, rich and very rich, the
participants were asked to distribuén stones over those five wealth groups, per each

of the best five projects ranked at the beginning of ceeting. Ten stones represented

the whole (100%) community and all stones had to be distributed among the five wealth
groups. The question that participants were asked to answer was as follows: according
to you, to what extent will each wealth group préfiim a certain development project?
Additionally, in order to understand the community wealth structure, participants were
asked to show which wealth groups dominate in the village, using the same thethod

40 Community wealth structure was not assessed in case of schobl ydithin one class, pupils are
coming from many different villages, thus it was impossible to ask about a general picture of one

communityés wealth structure, as every child would

area of the school.
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3.3 Data Collection Process

The data collectioprocess covered a period of about two months. | was staying in the
guesthouse of Langbensi Presbyterian Agric Station, from where | commuted to the
other communities with a motorbike by a RASvorker or by a minbus. The help of
PASL was important, altough | tried to avoid their direct interference in the research
process, and | think | succeeded. Apart from their hospitality, they helped me to choose
the three most fitting villages to the research purpose, introduced me to those

communities and helpealith the logistics.

Also the members of the communities were very hospitable, kind and helpful. For
example, during my official introduction to the Chief and the community of Wundua, |

was informed that not only | am more than welcome, but also the fack am ai |

white, nonrMus | i m woman wi | | have no i mpact on th
ready to cooperate with me in 100 %0. I n pr
The high participation was not only a fact in Wundua, but in all tboe@emunities, and

in the schools as well.

Data were collected with the help of translators during focus group discussions (with
adults), and senfi o r ma | Al essonso performed in JSSs.
taken and recorded with a digital recordss,a backup for the notes. The outcomes of

the meetings were already transcribed during the fieldwork period.

During the datacollection process the help of translators was necessary. Mostly, in the
communities, there were one or two people who couddlspoth English and a local
language. Those people were very keen and enthusiastic to help me with translation and
facilitation of the group meetings. Mainly though, they were men. Only in Kasape, | did
have a female translator for the women group. Inaidas| still had to ask a PAS

female worker, Belinda Adiaba, for an additional help with translation and facilitation,
because for the meeting almost 50 women arrived. Mrs Adiaba also helped me to
facilitate the mends ¢gr @anslptor was aildeadpriag as o
the workshops. Nevertheless, in both Wundua and Gbangu, there was not a single
woman present in the village who was both bilingual and literate to make notes and
properly facilitate the meetings. In that situation, | had tckwath male facilitators.
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Because the topic of our discussion was regarded as nditltere | i cat e 0, n
controversial, it was assumed that the fact of male facilitators would not influence the
outcome of the discussion. Still though, at the beginning ofmibetings, women were

asked whether the fact of having men as facilitator would possibly bias their judgments,

but they denied.

During meetings with JSS6s pupil s, transl a
Gbangu. The problem though, was the clsige, especially in JSS in Langbensi and

JSS in Gambaga, as they both cover a wide area for school children in the District. In
Langbensi, the class consisted of 51 pupils, while in Gambaga, this was a class of 110
students as two classes were joinechdrefore, even after dividing students in smaller

groups, in each group there were still many of them, which made it hard for everyone to
contribute to the discussion. Furthermore, the meeting in Gbangu, despite exceptionally

small class sizé only 14 stulents- was probably one of the most difficult | had to

perform. At the beginning, children were afraid to talk, they also did not speak English

very well, so the help of the teacher was crucial to translate and to explain the purpose

of our meeting in adcal language. It was especially hard, when children were asked

how they understood the words: Afdevel opment
no answer. After few examples of what it cz¢
the list of projects s filled. Usually though, all the given examples were starting with
ASome strangers c a mhas illastrales wed the /patcdepdidneof ¢ 0

A dev el oopteeyouthdin Gbangu. Additionally, students were having problems

with writing and expreseg themselves in English, which only indicates the very low

level of education in the village.

3.4 Target Population

Ghana was chosen as the country of my study because of my personal involvement in
the PDA research project which has its geographicaldmn the north of this country

(and in Southern Burkina Faso). Therefore, my study was conducted in three villages
and in three Junior High Schools in East Mamprusi District, Northern Ghana. Those
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villages represent the groups of villages used duringRB& workshop$. This
division allowed me to further compare my research findings with the outcome of the
PDA workshops.

Selection of Junior High Schools was based on slightly different assumptions. In the
area, JSSs can only be found in three villagesigbensi, Gbangu and in Gambaga. In
Langbensi and in Gambaga there are more than one JSS. In case of Gambaga, the
choice of a school was based on {iormal conversations with people, who indicated

that JSS fAZobziad mighfit Ibléest achoglindhd wiwle oi ¢ e,
Di s t.rnicase df Langbensi, | took advantage frontlmaspot possibility of being

introduced to the head teachers by one of the colleagues.

3.5 Units of Analysis

As this research was using participatory methodology, as \w@ssumed that people
should actively participate during all stages of the research, starting from the
identification of the participants. Therefore, a person from the previously chosen
communitiesi PASL-contact person for that communitywas asked to rganize a
sample group that would consist of twenty men and twenty women who would be the
representatives of all major social and cultural categories of the community. The contact
persons were asked then to invite for the focus group meetings youngetdand o
people; men and women; those who are farmers, and those who are traders; those who
are members of certain community grotipand those who are not. Moreover, these
were preferably people who were not present during the PDA workshops, since this
might have influenced the outcome of the further discussions. All in all, almost 220
people contributed to the discussion, mostly women. Moreover, in all three village
communities two participants happened to be present in both the PDA workshops and
the focus goup meetingsTable4. below summarizes the number of adult participants

present during the focus group discussions in the three chosen villages.

“1 During the PDA workshops, villages were chosen based on the presence-of &Aigities in those
villages.
2| .e. women saving group, farming groups, and all other groups.
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Table 4. Number of participants present in the villages dring the focus group discussion

il Nr o of Nr  of o Particip?gts also
lllage .. .. Oola present auring
participants participants PDA workshops*
Wundua 21 45 66 2
Kasape 16 48 64 2
Gbangu 23 65 88 2
Total 60 158 218 6
*Comparison of |l ists of focus groupls@anper Gdestci pant s
2008)

As a target youth, pupils from third grade of JSS were chosen as children that age were
expected to understand the principle of our discussion, to speak fluent English and have

no problem with writing basic sentences in Englishtottal, 180 pupils of Secondary
Schools contributed to the discussion. I n
relative balance between girhnd boyparticipants can be observetiable 5 below

present the summery of thgouth participants in three chosen Junior Secondary
Schools.

Table 5. Number of pupils present during the discussions in Junior Secondary Schools

School N_r_ of N_r_ of | Total
participants participants
JSS Langbensi 28 23 51
JSS Ghangu 9 10 19
JSS Gambaga 50 60 110
Total 87 93 180

3.6 Data Analysis Procedure

Data analysis was primarily drawn from qualitative PRA findinigs.many cases,
participants were able to name the actors involved in developmental activities: they
usualy knew names of organizations or whether it was a government intervention.
Nevertheless, human memory might be elusive. Therefore, the information about the
name of organizations, or information about the initiator, such as: was it government,
NGO, or FBQ or other initiative, was crosshecked with the existing dataif possible.

43 |.e. in Wundua men group indicted only PASas a initiator of distribution of degeason gardening
tools for farmers, while women group said that it was Care Int. throughlP¥Bo founded the
project. After consulting PA% workers, it was confirmed that indeed it was Care Int. who was
responsible for delivery of drgeason gardeningools, while PASL was just facilitating its
distribution. Therefore, this project was ranked as the one commenced by a NGO, not as another
project initiated by PAS. which would be regarded as FBO.
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The outcome of the meetings were examined and compared in order to search for some
commonalities. Data has been categorized and examined in order to reach combined
conclusions Mor eover, projects that hhawbeereen sel
divided into eight major categoriesiealth programmes, education, water projects,
improvement of farm and livestock conditions, RASprovision of food, infrastructure

and nié dardéurther analyzed with SPSS.

3.7 Statement of Ethics

Scheyveng2003: 139) pointed out that fieldwork in the Third World can give rise to a
number of ethical dilemmas. Indeed, the ethical issues had to be taken into

consideration, in the case mfy research as well.

All respondents were fully informed about the purpose, methods and intention of my
research. It was <clearly said, that as a r ¢
that this research will be followed by any developmenivigieis. Therefore, all

participants were voluntarily taking part in the meetings.

3.8 Limitations to the Study

The datacollecting process can raise questions about representativeness of the
respondents and possible bias of this research. Firstlyfathethat | allowed other
peoplei PASL contact person$ to organize the focus group meeting, could have

influenced the choice of respondents to those also connected th.PAS

Secondly, due to the timing of my research and limited possibility to staye
villages®, it was definitely not enough to get a true feeling of life in those villages.
Therefore, it was also hard to find out who really were the participants, what are the
local power structures and relations, and who was excluded from thecheaadrwhy.

In order to answer these questionsaathropological research will be necessary, which

might be an idea for future research.

4 More about that in Chapter 3.
5| could have stayed opfor two days in each village.
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Finally, my first contact with the people was through HASvhich together with the

fact that | was also living otine area of PA% might have influenced the perception of

meTi as an independent reseaicim the eyes of respondents. Strong assurance that my

ties with the Station are rather loose may not have been enough. Therefore, I still could

have been regardeda an -pdgs 06O, which all I n all, n

process of collecting data and biased the outcome of my research.

3.9 Conclusion of Chapter 3

Chapter 3 provided the information about the geographical context and methodology

used during theesearch process. All in all, Ghana was chosen as the country of my

study because of my personal involvement in the PDA research project which has its
geographical focus on the north of this country. Northern Ghana is one of the poorest

areas of the count. The harsh climate condition adversely affects economic activity,

popul ationds health and agriculture of t he
poverty. East Mamprusi District is one of the 18 districts of the Northern Region with

its capital inGambagaAgriculture and livestock rearing is the main occupation of the

majority of the adult population in the District. East Mamprusi District is considered as

an area of the country where mass poverty exists, and where real household incomes are

toolov t o satisfy peopleds basic needs.

The research was conducted in three villages in East Mamprusi District: Wundua,
Kasape and Gbangu. The villages were chosen because of their geographicali position
similar to those developed during the PDA workshbpareas of NorthEast, North

West and South of the Districts . All in all, six focus groups were carried out with
community representatives, and three with the youth from Junior Secondary Schools. A
sample adult group should consist of twenty male and feneglieesentatives of all
major social and cultural categories of the community, yet in practice the groups were
much bigger. As a target youth, pupils from third grade of JSS were chosen, as children
that age were expected to understand the principle oflisaussion, to speak fluent
English and have no problem with writing basic sentences in English. This research
adopted the participatory and holistic methodology developed during PDA workshops.

The outcome of the meetings was examined and compared intorskearch for some
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commonalities and to reach a combined conclusion. The results are presented in
Chapter 4.
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Chapter 4: Results

This chapter summarizes the main results of nine meetings with both adults and youth
from East Mamprusi District. Resehrindings are based on participatory and holistic
methodology developed during the PDA workshops. The first section of this chapter
analyzes the lists of development projects made by participants as well as discussing the
ranking of the five best project¥he second section is about the outcoméefoverty
assessment exercise, where participants were to describe five wealth groups: very rich,
rich, not poor/not rich, poor and very poor in their villagBse final section discusses
theimpact of the bst projects on five wealth categories.

4.1 Project Analysis

During the meeting with the participants, both women and men made separate lists of
projects. All participants were able to come up with a long list of development projects.
The longest list waconstructed for the community of Wunduboth men and women
indicated 45 and 47 project respectably. In Gbangu male and female participants
mentioned 26 and 28 project respectively in the area; and in Kas2peand 16 for

male participants and femalearticipants respectively. Afterwards, the lists were
compared and an integrated list for each village was made in order to count only once
the projects mentioned by both men and women.. Surprisingly, the young participants
from Junior High Schools came upith a long list of project. Pupils from JSS
Langbensi mentioned 27 project, in Gambaga 40, and in Gbangu 47, which is even
more than the adult participants were able to recall during the focus group discussion in

this village.

Adult participants do see t o be aware of Awho did what
Nevertheless, human memory might be elusive. Therefore, the information such as the
name of organization, or was it government, NGO, FBO or was it other initiative, was
crosschecked with the existingath, if possible. In Kasape, the community was least

aware of actors involved in the developmental actions, and there were a few projects,
which had to be ranked as Aother intervent
initiated the project.Table 6 below shows how many projects were indicated by
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particular focus group (men/women) divided by actors involved in the project. Since
young participants from Junior High Schools were not able to indicate, as detaitesl
adult participants, which actors were involved in certain interventions, it was not

possible to add the projects mentioned by pupils td #iee6 below.

Table 6. Summarized list of projects ranked by the actors involved

Wundua Kasape Gbangu Total

Il {1 (Il +IfOverlap} I |1 [l + IJOverlapf I [I | II +1]Overlap] I + |

FBO| 9 | 6| 11 4 8 | 8| 14 2 5|7 9 3 35
NGO | 18| 20| 25 13 4 |1 1 12 (12| 14 10 43
GOov ] 8 |11| 14 5 4 |2 2 6 19| 11 4 28
Other| 10 (10| 14 6 515 1 0 3 0 26

28 6 17
Total | 45 (47| 64 (44%) 21|16| 31 (20%) 26 28| 37 (45%) 132

While analyzing the integrated lists, it can be observed that the majority of projects
indicated by participants in Wundua and in Gbangu was initiated by NGOs. By contrast,

in Kasape, NGOs were least present; there FBOs activities dominated the ranking,
foll owed by Aotherodo and government al i nter
Aothero interventions (mostly own communi t
followed by theactivities sponsored by FBOs. In Gbangu, governmental interventions

wer e t he second mo st frequently menti one
interventions. There is almost 50% overlap between projects mentioned by female and

male participants, except in Eape where such overlap is rather snitle relatively

limited overlap shows the importance of asking women and men separately, as they

seem to have different life worlds and different experiences (and memories) with regard

to Oprojectso.

Wundua is a community where the highest number of development activities takes
place. The village will soon have electricity and a new school is in progress of building.
Surprisingly, in such a strong Muslim society, Istaased organizations seem not to be
active. Withn the list of projects, there is only one initiative founded by the Libyan
Government about Islam Teaching. Participants do not seem to be embittered by that

fact, as they are all very positive about the interventions founded by the other faith
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based orgaizationd®. Wundua is also the only community out of three studies in this
research, where the education on human rights, as well as a campaign to stop Female
Genital Mutilation (FGM) practices took place. In Wundua, there were not that many
differences beveen the lists of projects made by men and women. Naturally, men were
more keen to mention projects related to farming and agriculture, while women
mentioned a few projects targeted only to them, such as distribution of mosquito nets
for pregnant women ahchildren, or education on proper child care. Surprisingly, none

of the women mentioned the campaign to stop Female Genital Mutilation practices,
while men, in contrast, did. Nonetheless, Wundua is a village that has a relative balance
in between male andemale consciousness and involvement in development

interventions.

Kasape, apart from (or because of) its proximity to Langbensi, is a village with the
smallest number of development interventions. Men were able to come up with a list of

21 projects, wie women mentioned only 16. Most of the projects mentioned by both

men and women were introduced or facilitated by RAB/hat might surprise, most of

the projects related to agriculture and introduced by-BA&re mentioned by women.

Women also mentiometheir own initiative: Alafia Group collective savings in a local
bank-wi t hin fAprojectso, as they said it i mpro
definition of fAa development projecto adory
Mostly though, participants were complaining about lack of developmental activities,

rather than its presence.

Gbangu i s a vVvillage with Airegul ar o devel
understood that the agencies support development projects in tlge wltaa regular

basis. Both men and women were able to come up with almost 30 projects. Both male

and female participants were aware of many development activities in the village.
Nevertheless few of the mentioned projects were justofinemergency intefentions

after the drought or flood that affected the area in recent years. What is more, the fact

that the village has both primary school and JSS is rather an exception in tHelamea.

“® Research made by Zaal et al (2009) confirms that in the area the majority of development activities are
founded by ChristiafBased Organizations.

47 Apart from big towns, such as Langbensi and Gambaga, there are almdktges that have JSS. JSS
in Wundua, which is being built, would be the second case of a JSS in a village, after JSS in Gbangu.
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possible reason for that might be the fact that the Chief of thegeiused to be

involved in education service in the area. Moreover, he is a highly educated, respected

and weltknown person in the District, thus it is a plausible reason why Gbangu is not
Aforgottend by devel opment aalsoeogdeated in thes . Il n C
local JSS. Interestingly, pupils were able to come up with a list of projects that consists

of more projects (47) than the list made by adult participants in the village. If we then
compare the list of projects made by adults andethowde by pupils, it shows that for

37 projects mentioned by the adults, pupils repeated 19 of them, and above that they

recall 28 other projects. Within those 28 projects, 20 were related to school or youth. It

seems that there has been a lot of sudporthe schools in Gbangu, however only the

school children remember that with that level of detail.

Apart from some initial difficulties in JSS in Gbangu described in chapter two of this

thesis, workshops performed there and in two other JSSs showdnbiglered as a

success. Pupils from Langbensi and Gambaga were very keen and actively participated

in the discussion and group work. Young participants were aware of the development
activities in their villages aadnud tion ptrhogierc ts
well, but more importantly, they mentioned many projects related to school and targeted

at school youtff. It was important, to add voices of the youth, as otherwise many such

projects would not be included in the research. It is evem wisible, when the list of

projects is analyzed by the category to which the project was related to, such as projects
related to farm and livestock, education, water, health, improvement of infrastructure,

food distribution or enhancing smaitale busings activitiesTable7 below represents

such division. It can be seen that adult participants most frequently mentioned projects

related to farm and livestock, while schaiildren most frequently mentioned prdiec
related to education. The second imadlst nume
mer®, women and youffi mentioned many projects related to health. As third, men

were more keen to mention water projects, while women mentioned more education

“8 |nitiatives such as: Health Club (sexual education, AIDS/HIV prevention), distribution of school bags
and books or other this that took place in the school.

9 Except Men group from Wundua, which mentioned more projects related to education and health was
on the third place.

%0 Except pupils from Gambaga, who mentioned more projects related to Infrastructure, leaving Health
projects on the third place.
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interventios. The schogbupils also indicated many projects related to farm and
livestock, as well as infrastructure.

Table 7. List of projects by category the project was related to

Category wundua I Wundua | Wundua | Kasape | Kasape | Kasape | Gbangu | Gbangu | Gbangu
| I+ I | I+ 1 I | I+
Infrastructure 1 3 4 0 0 0 2 3 5
Farm & 21 22 29 8 7 13 11 10 13
Livestock
Water 3 2 3 4 1 5 3 1 3
Education 9 3 9 2 3 5 2 3 3
Health 7 10 12 7 4 7 7 8 10
Business/Mar
keting 1 4 5 0 1 1 0 0 0
Food 3 3 2 0 0 0 1 3 3
Others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 45 47 64 21 16 31 26 28 37
Category JSS Langbensi JSS Gambaga JSS Gbangu
Infrastructure 0 5 3
Farm &
Livestock 8 1 °
Water 0 2 2
Education 9 22 16
Health 6 4 10
Busme_ss/Mar 0 > >
keting
Food 3 1 2
Others 0 3 3
Total 26 40 47

After making a list of projects, participants were asked to choose and rank the five best
interventions. This exercise always provoked big discussions, but especially tlge youn
participants were deeply involved in it, and finally pupils had to vote in order to agree.
Moreover, it was often hard to chose the five best projects, so in two JSSs, the list
consisted of six projects, as otherwise agreement would not be reachedgbehsi,
students chose UNICEF Programmes as the best project, in Gambaga pupils chose
Ghana Education Service as the best, while in Gbangu it was a clinic. Basically, the
tude ranking
development activities, but they were also able to argue logically about their choices.

yout hds att.i towards project
For example, in Langbensi, UNICEF Programmes were chosen as the best, because the

participants themselves were their direct beneficiaries. In Gbangu, it was tlee adini
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person can get an immediate help in the place, without the necessity of going to the

faraway

Education Service as first was that if it had not been for GES, the stidentsu | d

be even able to be hereat school and learii a n d

educati

on

i s

Mostly, youth were choosing projects which indeed are very important andyusest

vi | | ag én Gandbagh,ahe kain afgument forechopsing @han

a

not

key

for the whole community: boreholes, projects related to health care, training of farmers

or activities of the World Food Programme. The ranking of projects was not that

different from the ranking made by the adult participants. The full projektngist

per group per village is represented by the
Table8 below.

Table 8. Project Ranking

Wundua | Wundua | Kasape| Kasape | Gbangu Gbangu JSS JSS JSS
Men Women Men Women Men Women Langbensi Gbangu | Gambaga
Health UNICEF

Programm| Clinic PASL | Borehole| Clinic Boreholes | Programmesy  Clinic GES
es* *

School JSS School | Borehol School | Boreholes  Clinic WFP Boreholes Health

JSS es Centre

Soya bean
and NHI Clinic Vaccinati School School HIV Vaccination WEP

groundnuts ons Programme | Programme

production
Initiation
Livestock ofasnc:jya Clinics and D(I)S}:t;l(t:)#(t)lgln
capacity | groundnut School ALAFIA Ware TQ'.'?I support of uniforms NHI
- Group house facilities heath
building S andschool
: programmes
productio bags
n
Tree Tree Food Climate Distribution| Ghana
Electricity | Electricity ) PAS-L ; C Change |of mosquito| Water
Planting seedlings| distribution ?
Education nets Company
PASL PASL Training of Grou_ndmg
farmers Mill

* NHI, Polio VaccinationsSchool Health Programme

** Distribution of bikes for girtstudents, Distribution of school bags and books for orphans, Distribution
of mosquito nets, Vaccination Programme.

As far as the adult participants are concerned, in Wundua, men indicateclt# he

related projects and activities as the best, while women chose the clinic. The presence of
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the clinic in the village is regarded as very important, though lack of electricity makes it
impossible to properly operate, so in more serious cases, patifirtiave to be sent to

health facilities further away in order to get medicines which require low temperature

storage. Therefore, both men and women ranked electricity within the best five projects,

even though it is not working yet. Similarly, JSS thatd just begun to be built was

ranked between the five best projects. Participants assumed that when these two projects

will be finished, it will be an incredible asset for the community. In the area, only
Langbensi, Gambaga and Nalerigu have electrigity these are the biggest urban
settlements in the Districts. Wundua would be the first village with electricity. The
experience from other communities shows that it will not only improve the present
situation in the villagé i.e. like improvement in delery of medical services or simply

a living standard, but it also may be followed by other development interventions,

which already require some basic infrastructure. That may lead to greater development

of the community. In terms of the school, the comityuis looking forward to the new

building, as presently the building of the primary school is far too small for all attending

children. Therefore, the plan is in the future to use the new (bigger) building for the

purpose of the primary school, while tieol do school wi || be t|
Participants were complaining that overcrowded classes and lack of proper conditions
negatively influence the quality of education. As a result, the new school, as well as the

new building, will urcat i onby fjobutishiogd afedi il d gre
improve the quality of primary education. Moreover, men mentionedIPASthe sixth

best project. Presbyterian Agric Statbra n gb e n s i iI's not fAa projec
the adopted methodology allowed the p#pants to mention all activities that

i mproved/ worsened the situation in their c
projecto. Parti ci pant 4 withie thelistiofrbssi psojedatsnag o n r a
they said, without its presence manyet interventions, such as those connected to
agriculture or those facilitated by the Statioalso ranked within the five best projects

i would have never taken place in their village.

For the same reason as participants in Wundua, participants ipeKemzked PAS
within the five best projects. Men ranked it first place, while women ranked it in fifth

place. It does not surprise, since although there is a small involvement of other agencies,

*1 presently, children need to walk many kilometers to JSS in Langbensi or in Gbangu, or in Gambaga.
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PASL seems to be the major actor involved in many devedopnactivities in the
village. Women though decided to put boreholes in first plastile men ranked it as
second best. Within the list, they both mentioned school and wreldted programmes
(menT clinic; womeni vaccinations); men also highlightedet importance of tree

planting, while women ranked their own initiativéAlafia Group among the best five.

In Gbangu, women and men were almasanimous. There was a slight difference, as
men chose the clinic as the best project, while women preferr~~

boreholes. The second place for both is just the reverse. They

ranked the school as third best. Men further chose a wareh

and treeseedling project, while women highlighted tt

importance of toilet facilities and food distribution during tl

hunger period and after the flood. After the ranking, participa

were divided in two age groups (younger/older) in order to perform the poverty

assessment exercise.

4.2 Poverty Assessment

The poverty assessment exercise was very difficult to performcipants were asked

to broadly describe five groups of wealth in their villages, so who they considered as
very rich, rich, not poor/not rich, poor and very poor. They were asked to mention any
possible features in terms of what they posses (cars, hohees)hey behave, what is

their social status or even their state of mind. They were free to mention everything that
cross their minds. Surprisingly, there were no significant differences in perception about
various wealth groups between men, women, addgounger people. Therefore, it was
possible to draw a clear and combined picture of the wealth classes with some particular

nuances distinguished by certain groups of participants.
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Very Rich

People in the village regarded as very rich are those ssgssion of a car or a
motorbik&?. They can also have a lorry or lorries, and apart from that an additional car,

motorbike and bicycle.

Picture 1. Tractor of a very rich person, Picture 2. Lorry of a very rich person,
Wundua. Wundua.

Moreover, in Wundua, which is considered a Mustiommunity, it was indicated that

a very rich person can afford going to Mecca, and not only himself, but he can also send

other members of the family. A very rich marshraany wives even more than foti

and many children. The majority of children go to school and they are able to continue

their education up to Senior High School or University level. A very rich person is not

only able to take good care of his childrent also of the whole family. They live in a
nicely-finished house, with zinc roof, cemented floors and furniture inside. They are all

properly dressedi A wi fe of a very rich man,* |l ooks |
they are all wearing expensive ¢les, having many pairs of sandals and slippers;

Muslim women have many nice veils.

%2 |n Kasape and in Gbangu nobody has a car.
%3 |n Islam, four is the number of wives that a Muslim man can marry. It is possitsiarty more wives

if one of the wives is fAretiredo. Traditional bel i
All quotes are taken from the focus groupsd discus:
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Picture 3. Household of a very rich family, Picture 4. A member of a very rich family
Wundua.

having meat for dinner.
Ry r O 7 y

73

Children have a few school uniforms, so they can change them during the week and
always look clean. In addition, there is no hunger in the family. In a very rich house,
there i s enough food throughout the whol
Not only there is enough food to feed the family three times per day, but there is also
something left that can be sold afterwards. Very rich people are also buying additional
food in order to supplement their diet, so they can havepwetlared dishewith meat

and with all balanced ingredients. Therefore, they are also having less problems with
their health, as proper diet and access to clean drinking water allow them to stay in a
good shape. Nevertheless, if there is such a need, there is no pfoabteem to get to

the hospital or use medical help, as all family members are covered with National
Health Insurance. When the woman is pregnant, she attends regular checkups; small
children are also regularly weighted in the hospital. When a womanlaban and if

there are no complicatiorisshe will rather give birth in a village, if there is a problem
though, she will be quickly transported to the hospital. Child mortality is present,

though it is relatively low.

A very rich person has a large avast land to farm. He is using a tractor to plough, and
he employs many people to help him on t
field, as his children do not farm. He cey,i i 2

afford agrechemicals and fertilizers, so hi y
crops look nice and he usually has very go
harvests. What is morig is able to buy othe
farm products when they are cheap, then

stores them and sells later when the pr§#

54

e

\



Agnieszka Kazimierczuk Chapter 4

rises. In addition, a very rich person is in possession of many different types of animals:
he has lots of cattle, sheep, goats, turkeys ants fawd they are all wekept.

A very rich person is highly respected and recognized in the community. He is honored

and highly considered in decision makinghis voice is always heard. A very rich

person is in a position to help the ones in need. Ppmts his family, but also nen

family members both with money, in kind or in degd3his is also a person who

supports or initiates developmental projects and always contributes enough if there is

such a need. A very rich person is also described anpaitnd very quiet. In addition,

he recogni zes al |i soo matter ghether y$ are riohfor ppa@ o p | e
very rich person talks to everyone and he does not like to quarrel with others, as this
may reduce his weal tpgort. Wey thenpictuseiohagverprcio pl e 6 s
person as a fAgood Samaritano is not that ¢
older men and younger women said that a very rich person cares only for his own affairs

and does not help the poor.

A very rich persn is able to perform expensive ceremonies, such as funerals and
marriages without any support. All his ceremonies are highly recognized, which means
that many people will come and sympathize with the family. There is plenty of food and
drinks. Thereisid u mmi ng and danci forgacaupld of days,eup tot he pl

a week®.

The next thing that describes a very rich person is the fact that he is always happy, as
there are no problems in his life. However, older women from Kasape added, that apart
from his happiness, also potential danger comes along with his wealth and it brings no

peace in his mind.

All in all, being very rich means being able to do everything he wanfsjag o pl e 1 n t h
community are | isteni ndgei abletoisalve msgrodems han t |
before others get to know that he actually has one. This is someone who does not know

the total amount of his own wealth and doe

** He can use his tractor to plough for othemfars, or uses his farm input during farming season to
support other farmers, or helps others with food and accommodation during ceremonies.
% During ceremonies, drummers and dancers have to be paid in order to perform.
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community. It is interesting to note that, while talkingpat very rich people (but in
ot her categories as well) people mostly ta
and other members of the household. In some cases the very rich men also have wives,

who are rich entrepreneurs (often traders) themselves

Rich

A person that is considered asritH i ves a better | if e, but n
p e r s Hei® happy and peacefulinded, as he can cope with his problems on his

own and he rarely needs support from others. He déitenl ay s a rlerhae as a
bet ween the very rich oaaslteitd®smomwd oumwder stte
and compassion t hTderefore, hhe is \highlyyrespedted by the

community members even more than the very rich. People like him and honor him, so

i athe market he always gets nicerthiigsi ke ni cer tomatoes, etco

Asked about further characteristics, a rich person was often referreditadsmo st | i ke
very rich, bhereforg, heshtiséar motoike, or in bigger villages like

"mpe

Langbensiand Gambaga, a car or an old car; he has

more than one wife and many childretbuti n ot as

many as t heHischildrep are prapérly .

educated. A rich person is also able to visit Mecca. A

rich family lives in a nice and decent house, wears

nice am clean clothes, school children have more

than one school uniform. They eat proper méaisice or three times per day. Usually

there is enough food throughout the whole year and, apart from Ghangt hey donodt

expect a hunger gap during the usuah@it lean season.

A rich family has easy access to hospital servicdgey will always go to the hospital,
if there is such a need. Usually, all the family is covered with NHI, nevertheless they

sometimes prefer to contact traditional healers insteadt Tha hi | dr en donoét di

*"In Gbangu a rich person might exjgmce one or two months of food shortage as they farm outcome
will not be enough and they would have to buy food.
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diseases, as they regularly attend clinic for checkups. Similar for pregnant women
they pay regular visits to the clinic and have proper maternal care.

A rich person is in possession of a big farm. He uses a tractoaldmubullocks and
hands to plough. His children help him with farming, but he is also able to hire a few
extra people to help. His yields are always nice with a variety of crops; and the outcome
is satisfactory. He also has lots of animialsheep, goatdjens, etd and they are all

well-kept. Yet, he has just a few cattle, if he has cattle at all.

His ceremonies are highly recognized, but they are not as big as those of the viery rich
At hey ar e Arichpérson is Very tespected, yet oldemvem in Kasape and

in Gbangu mentioned that actually a rich person can sometimes be mean, and does not
want to make friends with the poor especially in the lean season. Apart from that
comment, it is clear that a rich person has a strong position in athanities.

Not Poor/Not Rich (NP/NR)

A person who is not rich, not poor is considered to be someviherae b et ween poor
r i cih average. This is someone who sometimes helps others, but sometimes
somebody must help him. He is respected, attends satiargngs and takes part in
decisionmaking processes. He is considered trustworthy. He is able to borrow money

from other peoplé if there is such a neddand is able to pay them back. In addition,

his state of mind strongly depends on the seasturing the first part of the year (when

he has enough food) he is happy, while during the second half (when there is rio food)

he is rather sad.

A NP/NR person sometimes can have a motorbike, but only in a big town, such as
Gambaga, as usually he rides ayble or he walks. A family that is considered NP/NR
usually consists of a husband, two wives and about ten children. Not all children are
sent to school, and those who attend schools do so up to a certain level (usually up to
JSS). The rest of the childrevill help in the household and on the farm. They live in a
nice, simple house built with mud, which is wplastered and floored, with thatch roof

or halfzinced; with mattresses, but without beds. They are having nice cldithes t
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good, b uRehapseheyt de nod change their dresses frequently, but they always

wash their clothes. Their school children will have only one uniform to wear throughout

the week. Older women in Gbangu indicated that when eating twice per day, in such
families men are db to provide food for six months from their farms, but for the next

six months those are women who will supply the family with food. Their diet does not
varymuchiii t i s “liswualhley mloZz ni ng an dDespite altthee ev eni

problems, &NP/NR person is able to feed the family throughout a year.

A NP/NR person is in rathér a v e r a g e Thérfanaly i$ dnly partly covered with
NHI. Pregnant women are going to the hospital for checkup, but they give birth in the
village and more oftenx@erience child mortality than rich or very rich people. If there

is such a need, money will be borrowed from relatives and they will be able to

hospitalize the person in need.

A fAnot pofoar/moti s ircdt her smal |l , leytse it i s
bullocks to plough. Their children are helping, but sometimes they are also able to hire
somebody to help with ploughing and weeding, while in Wundua, they even can afford

to hire a tractor. They keep some livestock, like guinea fowls, fowls, sirebgoats,

but no cattle.

Picture 5. NP/NR farmers, Wundua. Picture 6. NP/NR household with some
livestock, Wundua.

As far as ceremonies are concerned, it has to be said that their ceremenies ar

recognized by the community, but they are rather basic. They do not last tob long

8 T7Z is a local staple food, made from millet porridge that is eaten with spicy soups.
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there is a short period of drumming and dancing, yet a NP/NR family can perform them
without or with just a little support from their relatives.

All in all, a NP/NR peson is somebody who can take care of himself and the family,

but not much above that.

Poor

A poor person usually walks to his/her destination, but at least he has his shoes on.

Sporadically though, he can cycle.

A poor man usually has one wife and machildren. Mostly, he cannot afford
childrenés educati on. In few cases, it S
school, while others are helping in the household or work for very rich or rich people.
When in school though, there is a problenthwiulfilling some basic school conditions,

such as paying tuition fees, buying books or school uniform. These obstacles result in
decisions about quitting the school. The dropout rate is thus higher for children from

poor families. This is more common Wigirls from poorer families because of frequent

cases of teenage pregnaiicy

A poor man cannot take proper care of his farhihis children look dirty, have ukept

hair, wearing torn clothes. His wife always wears used clothes and skirts. Theydive in

small compound house with a roof from grass, with no furniture; the rooms are floored

but the yard is not. He cannot feed his family three times per day. They usually eat once

per day or there is no food at a&hrmeansThey r
that in a lean season they are simply out of food and they have to look for support from

relatives.

%9 More frequent cases of teenage pregnancy happenedgagirls from poorer families, as a resaft
their poverty. Participants mentioned the fact that those girls are more keen to go for sex in exchange
for money or food, which together with limited sexual education, as well as lack of proper protection
lead to pregnancy.
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Picture 7. Compound of a poor person, Wundua. Picture 8. Children from a poor family, Gbangu.

They have small far ms, pl ough by hand, occe
enough seeds to grow enough food, and their land productivity is very low. They do not

have many animal$ perhaps just a few fowls or hens. They cannot acgaafity

health care, nor provide health care for expected and nursing mothers. When the person

is sick, he cannot afford hospital fees, e i s | ying down and s
somebody shows some c.d\avprthaless, aterwaanioshtagh el ps h

give the money back or work for that help.

A poor person cannot organize nor perform his ceremonies very well. The ceremonies

are usually basiethere is not much food, not many people come to sympathize with the

family, there is no dancing, no drnming, as simply there is no money for that. He

would only perform the Aobligatoryo cer emol
do not participate in other ceremonies either, as theyfiarei di ng and i sol

t hemsel veso.

The community does not cotia poor person among others. Therefore, a poor person is

not wellrecognized in the society and is not involved in decisi@king processes

either. If he attends community gatheringshe si ts | onely on the s
part i clepis hoe espcted and no one wants to be his middleman in the
community, therefore it is hard for him to borrow some money, and that makes his
problems even more difficult to solve. Yet, even if he gets to borrow, he is not able to

pay the money back. His children aftcry and are jealous, as they do not have things

that their colleagues have, which might push them to steal. They are always sad, and

there is no peace, nor happiness for them at all.
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Very Poor

A firm picture of a very poor person is hard to drawttese were some differences

between the villages. Usually though, being very poor means to be a single and lonely
person: widows, or widowers, older persons with no one to take care of him/her, a
divorced wife (may be with a child); a bachelor man; thedi@apped or people with

some ment al di sorder s. Generally they are

And even if they have relatives, they rather prefer to pretend that they are not related.

A very poor person usually does not own his own bpusit attaches himself to

someone else, where he can find a room or a small piece of floor to sleep.

Picture 9. Very poor compou Picture 10. Very poor compound attached to
household; Gbangu. oneds househol d;

The conditions of the house that he would live in are very poor though. If a very poor
woman has children, they will not go to school at all. A very poor person wears torn and
dirty seconehand clothes, that weggven to him/her by others, and can be described as
Athe second séalaeadt icdHe (sikejehassne shoas,dso wherever he
goes, he walks bare foot. He will always have problems with a proper diet. He has to
beg for food or do some communitrk in exchange for food. He might have only one

meal per day or eat nothing at all, and usually he goes to sleep hungry. Because he relies
on others, a very poor person has no choice: he has to eat, dress and take what he is

given in order to survive.

A very poor person is rarely in possession of land. If he has a farm, it is very small and
not very weltkept. Young boys from JSS in Langbensi defined a very poor person, as
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Afsomeone who is going to farm everftheti me ai
season he wil/ Bt isibecguserhe dohksi not dnaven momey €0.do the
proper farming, so his land is not fertile any more. They also do not keep any animals.

Therefore, he cannot even produce a thing that would somehow support his life.

Because very often such people live in poor andmaenic conditions, does not drink

clean water as he has no money to dig or use a public borehole, and does not eat
properly, he is often affected by diseases. Needless to say, he does not have access t
proper health care and he canodét pay hospite
and older women from Gbangu said that the community will contribute and help him in

such need, yet all other participants claim that nobody will send and pay for poeery

persond s access to the hospital

It is impossible for him to borrow some money, as he is unable to give it back. He can
only count on food support from others. He is not able to organize any ceremonies.
When a very poor person dies, people fromhilage will organize a small funeral for

him to avoid social stigma, yet those ceremonies are not very well recognized.

Generally speaking, someone who is considered very poor is completely dependent on

other people in every aspect of his life. Theref he is not respected by others and also

not recognized in the community as a proper member of the society, simply as he is

unable to contribute anyhow. Therefore, he is not considered in the deutgkimg

processes either. He does not even attenidlsgatherings. Actually, not many people
knowhim,asihe does not cHeimséolaled and hapro ipndsedvery

poor person is always very sad, but he is peaceful, because he @lreaglys t conf i den
in all aspects of life, so he does mota r e a nBlderly mendrom Kasape added a

brutal truthfi when he [a very poor person] dies it

**k*

The main purpose of the poverty assessment exercise was to explore local conceptions
of wealth and poverty, asell as to prepare the base for the next exercise. Thanks to
this discussion, participants also got a clear picture of the five wealth categories in their

villages. It was easier for them to move to the next exercieeasuring the impact of
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the five bestprojects ranked at the beginning of the meeting on the discussed five
wealth categories.

4.3 Theimpact of the best projects on five wealth categories

The last exercise was about linking the list of projects made by the participants at the
beginning of he meeting with the poverty assessment exercise. Since the projects were
ranked within the five (six) best, they should be the best for the whole community and
preferably everyone would profit in the same way. In practice though, it was observed
that mosly these are the rich and very rich people who mainly benefit, while poor and
very poor people are often excluded or benefit in a very limited way from certain

projects.
Analyzing the project ranking iable 8, it was noticed that certain types of projects,

that had been ranked by participants are the same. Therefore it was possible to divide

them into eight categories shownTiable9 and described below.
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Table 9. Ranking of the best projects fromTable 8 with the color division into eight categories

Wundua | Wundua | Kasape Kasape Gbangu | Gbangu JSS JSS JSS
Men Women Men Women Men Women | Langbensi | Gbangu |Gambaga
Health | cyinic - Borehole | Clinic | Boreholes| .UNISEF | ciinic GES

Programme; Programme;
School JSS Sl Boreholeg  School Boreholes| Clinic WFP Boreholes AGET
JSS Centre

Soya beang
i NHI Clinic | Vaccinations School Schod i/ VRGN WFP

groundnuts Programme| Programme

production;
Initiation - Distribution

Livestock | of soya : Claes & of school

. ALAFIA Toilet support of ;

capacity and School Warehouse - uniforms NHI
L Group facilities heath

building | groundnutg and school

. programmes
production bags
Tree Tree Food Climate | Distribution| Ghana
Electricity | Electricity ) ) e Change | of mosquito] Water
Planting seedlings | distribution :
Education nets Company
Training of | Grounding
farmers Mill
Related to Health
Education
Water
Farm and livestock
Bl PASL
Food Provision
Infrastructure
Others
The projects have been divided into eight
programmesao, i ncluding clinic vaccinat.

distribution ofmosquito nets, building toilet facilitiésas this project is regarded as the

one promoting and improving hygienic behaviors which consequently lead to

improvement of health. The second category is education. Schools in villdgehk

JSS and primary are regarded as best projects by almost all participating groups.

Thirdly, projects related to improvement of water delivery have been categorized

together. The fourth category gathers all projects related to improvement of farm and

livestock conditions wite PASL is analyzed as a separate category. Another category

t hat

h a

S

been

di stinguished,

i s

i Food

Programme and projects of the government and Care Int. in Gbangu. Electricity in

Wundua is part of the infrastructurategory. The last categoiyi o t hianclgdés all
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Uni cef Programmes ranked by JSSsdé6 pupil s,
AALAFI A groupo.

In such division, by using the most simple rankingiving six points for the projects
ranked as firsbest, up to one point for the ldssixthi place, it can be observed that

the most important are the projects related to health, education, improvement of farming
and livestock capacity building and water. The summary of this ranking is given in
Table10below.

Table 10. Summary of the project ranked by points for the category

Nr. Category X
1 Health 65
2 Education 35
3 Water 29
4 Farm and livestock 21
5 Food Provision 11
6 PASL 10
7 Others 9
8 Infrastructure 4

Impact on wealth groups

The majority of the projects that participants ranked among the five (six) best seem to
reach nostly those who are considered to be very rich. The very rich people profit the
most from five out of eight categories, such as: health programmes, education
programmes, water programmes, infrastructure, and from farming and livestock

programmes.
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Chart 1. Health Programmes Chart 2. Education Programmes
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Chart 5. Farm and Livestock Programmes
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The farm and Livestock Programsdé category
problems, since PAE as Agric Station is also strongly connected to the farming and
livestock programmes. A separate analysis of RA#asthus necessary, as PASs

not only regarded as an Agric Station, which focuses on farming programmes only, but
they are also facilitators of projects established by other NGOs. Therefore, people still

consider their presence as crucial not only fromih@gr i c0 per specti ve,
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facilitatorssint her e woul d be no other psofhatist s pr es
why | decided to analyze this category in two ways: firstly, excluding-BAgthin
farming and livestock programmes, and secondiycluding PASL support.
Additionally, a separate analysis of PASas such was conducted. There were some
differences observed between the outcomes of the analysis. Sinceé Bé&&rally
cooperates with middielass farmers or farmer groups, thus middéss wealth groups

in our study, the analysis of PASsupport as such confirms that those regarded as
NP/NR seem to profit the most from this cooperation. Furthermore, by includind.PAS
support in the analysis of farming and livestock programmesliskigbution also skews
towards NP/NR. In both cases: PASs such and farm and livestock programmes, the
outcome is similar to the generalized distribution Shart6 andChart7 below), while

the exclusion of PA& made the graph a bit skewed to the rigindicating the biggest
share of very rich people (s&hart5 above).

Chart 6. PASL Chart 7. Farm and Livestock Programmes
including PAS-L

\\\\\\\\\\\
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The projects that reached those regarded as poor and very poor are food distribution
programmes, such as WFP and food relief programme in Gbangu, and programmes
categori hedowamemosavi ngs group: AALAFI A (
Programmes ranked by the youth from Langbensi. Food distribution and Unicef
Programmes are projects targeting the poorest members of communities and they also
managed to reach them. As food relief pesgmes are concerned, participants clearly

stated that during floods or droughts when the food was distributed in the village, those

who were having some supplies, like the very rich and rich, simply refused to accept

this support, explaining thai Th eree peropl e i n bigger need
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therefore they did not profit from it much. Within the UNICEF Programmes,
programmes such as: distribution of bikes for-gitidents, distribution of school bags

and books for orphans or vaccinations were distsiged, thus more vulnerable groups

: the #AAL
women from Kasape said that all wealth groups profit, as it does not matter whether you

(girls, orphans) were targeted. About theirwn i ni ti ati ve
are rich or poor if you are a member of that groeperyone profits to the same extent.
It would have been interesting to see who actually belong to that group (in terms of our

wealth categories) , but | did not have time to do that.

Chart 8. Food Provision Chart 9. Other Programmes
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Wealth distribution among villages

The participants were also asked to use the seed technique to illustrate the wealth
division in their villages. The outcome is very clear: in all three villages the majority of
people ae regarded as poor.

Chart 10. Population of Wundua according to Chart 11. Population of Kasape according to
Wealth Wealth

Mean
o
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Chart 12. Population of Gbangu according to
Wealth

It can also be observed that in Wundua and Kasape the majority of people are
considered to be poor, yet in Gbangu the distribution is not that straightforward as in the
two other villages. Indeed, in Gbangu the majority of people are poor, but teere a
more people considered to be very rich than rich. It happened to be like that, as the older
women group indicated that the majority of people in the village are considered to be
very rich, while three other groups indicated a rather minor percentayg ¢E@eople

to be very rich.

Indeed, some other differences can be found in the perception of wealth according to

age and gender . Younger people tend to be
people as poor, whil e t hvethafiroorepeopldarebettert i ci p
off ® One can argue, that the younger peopl e

mi ght have, but cannot -ahboeddé. nEhewodkyell¥j
and also images of people who were able to (e)migratefiabde s uccessful o
unreachable thing that might disrupt the image of what they actually have. On the
contrary, the older inhabitants, also claim that the majority of people are poor, but they

sti || seem to be mor e o pwhéntheyshadingtingan hey r €
it was worse than today. Therefore, they seem to appreciate more the changes, as
compared to the past nowa’t@nytte other handsoneper c e i
can argue that the younger people consider their wealthmam fimat er i al 0 way

®®“Meaning that the NP/ NR , rich and very rich categor
®1 Such trend was also observed by Martha Lahai (2008:98vho conducted her research in the same
region.
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the older people still value some traditional views that also bring them profit, but not

necessarily in an economic way.

Chart 13. Weal th groups a Chart 14 Wealth groups according to

participants iyounger o parti:
§ 0,204 § 0,204 0.38]
] XE ' 0,16] 0.17] ™ 0,16] o33
In terms of gender , women regarded fewer
advantage, while in menods point of view

inhabited by those who arather very poor, poor or NP/NR.

Chart 15. Wealth groups according to female Chart 16. Wealth groups according to male
participants participants
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This result can also be caused by a bias that iseceta the age distribution between

gender groupsT@blell). It can be observed that on average, there were more younger

participants in the mends groups than

women participats were older than men, therefore the outcome of the gender analysis

is influenced by the age factor.
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Table 11. Average age distribution between gender groups

Average Age YOUNG MAN Average Age YOUNG WOMAN
Wundua Kasape Gbangu Wundua Kasape Gbangu
28,82 32,38 38,67 29,3 43,28 41,81

Average Age OLDER MAN Average Age OLDER WOMAN
Wundua Kasape Gbangu Wundua Kasape Gbangu
44,8 60,38 60,73 53,78 55,09 66,38
Average Age MAN 43,98 Average Age WOMAN 48,49

Average AGE 47,25

All in all, Chart17 below represents a summarized wealth ranking for the three villages.
The picture of the wealth categories drown by the participants from three villages lead
to the conclusion that the area of Elslstmprusi District is mostly populated by people

who are locally regarded as poor.

Chart 17. Summarized wealth rank of the East Mamprusi District according to the people
participating in the workshops from the three villages
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4.4 Conclusion of Chapter 4.

This chapter summarized the main findings obtained by the use of a participatory and
holistic methodology for evaluation of the past development interventions developed
during the PDA workshops, in three villages and thregoduHigh Schools in East
Mamprusi District, Northern Ghana.
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Participants came up with long lists of development interventions that took place in the
area. The majority of projects that were initiated in the researched area was sponsored
by FaithBased Christian) NGOs and related to agriculture, health and education.
Wundua is a community where the highest number of development activities took place,
while Kasape, apart from (or because of) its proximity to Langbensi, is a village with
the smallest numibeof such interventions. The research was also conducted in three
Junior High Schools in the area. Young participants were aware of the development
activities in their villages and in their schools. By adding voices of the youth, many new
projects, espedily related to education, were added to the list. Within the five best
projects, participants tended to rank mostly projects related to health, education, water,
farm and livestock, food provision, infrastructure as well as-BA&S such. Participants
drewalso a very clear picture of five wealth groups: very rich, rich, NP/NR, poor and
very poor in the area. According to the participants, all three villages are mostly
populated by people who can be regarded as the poor. Nevertheless, the workshop
participaits concluded that the very rich people profit most from the majority of the
bestranked projects. The only projects that reached those regarded as poor and very
poor were food distribution programmes, such as WFP and food relief programmes, the
womensanngs group (AALAFI A Groupo) and Unicef
some differences in the perception of wealth distribution in the villages in terms of age
and gender . Younger people regard more peoj
tend to beliee that more people are better off. Also in terms of gender, women regarded
less people as poor, while men think that the communities are mainly inhabited by those
who are rather very poor, poor or NP/NR, however gender analysis was influenced by

the age fator.
The next chapter will compare these findings to the outcome of the PDA workshop and

to the Worl d Ban RoveReAssessmentfinrGhana UsPGualitative
and Participat or(WorlRBaskel@95)c h Met hods o
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Chapter 5. Discussion ofhe Research Findings

In this chapter the research findings discussed in Chapter 4 of this thesis will be
compared to the outcome of the PDA workshop, as well as to the World Bank Report
from 1995:fiPoverty Assessment I n Ghaipaory Usi ng
Resear ch (Wald Bankl $985). During the PDA workshop participatory
poverty assessment took place. However, this exercise was then regarded more as an
experiment and there was not enough time to properly evaluate it. My research
discusses lmadly the participatory poverty assessment in the region and also evaluates
theimpact of the best projects on five wealth categories in a smaller area of the region,
and more irdepth. | also wanted to test the new methodology implemented during the
PDA project in a slightly different context. Moreover, the comparison of the outcome of

the research made in 2008 with the 1995 WB Report is also important, as the fieldwork

for that Report was conducted more than ten years ago, so it was assumed that together
with the devel opment of the region, the pe

changed.

During the PDA workshops, as already mentioned, participants were chosen from
villages based on the presence of HA@ctivities in those villages. Furthermore,

people who were invited for the workshop were considered to be local experts on local

history and should represent all major sccigltural categories of the communities,

also including the local political and opinion leaders. It raised the concernthithat

might have caused a bias within the research outcome, as the selected participants were
people who were representatives of mostly
groups. Therefore, this research made an attempt to compare the outcome of the
participatory poverty assessment from the PDA workshop with its likely bias towards

the Ahigher soci al cl asseso, to the outcom
communities in the District with people who (almost all) were not present during the

PDA workshop. That is also the reason, why this study was constructed in such a way

that the chosen villages represented the groups of villages developed during the PDA
workshops: the village of Wundua represents the South of the District, Kasape
representghe NorthWest and Gbangu represents the N&#st of the District. The

comparison of the list of projects made by the participants of those two researches is
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discussed in section 5.1 in this Chapter. In addition, the villages were also chosen based
on teir ethnic division, as it was assumed that possibly some particular differences
within different ethnic groups could be found. By including voices of the youth in this
research, another age category to poverty assessment and to the project evaluation was
added, as youth was not present during the PDA workshop. Because in the case of my
research, there were no particular differences between villages, nor between men and
women, or between younger and older, a combined picture of particular wealth classes
was possible to draw and this was broadly described in Chapter 4 of this thesis.
Therefore, in the section 5.2 in this Chapter , the integrated poverty assessment from my
research will be compared with the integrated poverty assessment from the PDA
workshop and with the WB PPA.

Comparison of the research findings with those of the WB Report may also cast light

on the dynamics of poverty in the region. This will be discussed in the section 5.3. The

World Bank Report was published in 1995, and it was basdtie Ghana Participatory

Poverty Assessment (PPA) that was conducted over three phases betwe&f89Bi3

a total of fifteen communities. The research methods selected for the Ghana PPA were
predominantly drawn from a set of techniques of Particigefural Appraisal, such as

focus groups and conversational and sstictured interviewing. The Report claims

that it gives a representative picture of the living conditions of the poor in the whole of

Ghana, and it represents both the rural and urbaergilons of poverty in different

regions of the country. Wealth ranking adopted in the World Bank Report is slightly
different from the wealth groups assumed in this research. The Report also assumes the
existence of five wealth categories, but these groanesas follows: the rich, not

poor/not rich, poor, very poor and disabled people. Therefore, the extreme group of very

rich is not distinguished in the Report. Moreover, in my research the participants
included the disabl ed pap.porehe purposé ofrihist he A\
research, my findings wild/@ be compared onl
wealth ranking drawn after the meeting in one village in the Mamprusi District from the

Report, as this area is in the vicinity of my own ezsh villages.

The chapter concludes with the observation on the methodology implemented in that

research and discussion over possible bias and limitations of these studies.
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5.1 Comparison of the lists of projects

Comparing the lists of projects madg the participants of the PDA workshops and by
the participants of my three focus groups can help to find out to what extent the people

present during the PDA meetings were representing the village/area.

During the PDA workshops, two people from Kasapey from Gbangu and two from
Wundua were present (Van der Geest 2008), while the focus groups in those villages
constituted mostly 260 people (see also Table 4). Participants of the focus groups
were able to come up with relatively long lists of projeasnilarly during PDA
workshops where also long list of projects were made. It can be seen , that in general,
almost half of the projects were mentioned by participants of both: the focus group
meetings and the PDA workshops. The projects not mentioneédgdthe PDA
workshops, but indicated during the focus group discussions were mostly related to
improvement of the Farm and Livestock conditions and health, and were mostly
sponsored by NGOs, Goviemeaneint g WFBWasl loyr chocoml
own initiatives (Table13. andTable14 below). Lists of projects made by school pupils

did not take into consideration the initiators of the projects, however by comparing the
projects divided by category with the outcome of the PDA work$hojtscan be
observed that the overlap with the PDA workshop is rather small. Nevertheless, children

menti oned many fAnewo projects, most of then

While analyzing thei$ts of projects, it can be stated that the representatives of the
villages during the PDA workshops were able to contribute with 66% of the projects
launched in their aré3 while the participants of the focus groups mentioned 53% of
the projects Table12). However, a couple of projects that were not mentioned during
the PDA meetings but that weradicated during the focus group meetings, were
relatively big interventions on the District or on the village 18vélhus, one canrgue

that this partly confirmed the hypothesis, that during the PDA workshops, indeed, the

%2 This is the only place whet@e outcome of the PDA workshops from Langbensi Central is taken into
consideration.

% When it is compared to the total number of projects mentioned by all participants(PDA workshops and
focus group discussions).

®|nterventions, such as mass immunizasion food distribution programmes.
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| ocal elites were represented, as those 0fc
targeting the less wealthy members of the communities.

It can be observedTéable 13) that the projects that were not mentioned during PDA
workshops were mostly related to agriculture, but also often targeted at farmers, thus
mostly the NP/NR wealth group. Moreover, the programs such as food distribution
initiatives that were to help in rebuilding houses after the floods, and some health
programmes were not mentioned either. Those mentioned during the focus group
discussions and omitted by the participants of the PDA workshops, refer to distribution
of drugs, vitamins or free vaccinations, thus people who cannot afford visits in the clinic

were the biggest beneficiaries of such projects. That is also a reason why the

representatives in the PDA workshops coul d
higher ¢l asseso, and the outcome of the PD
elites.

Table 12. Number of projects listed during PDA workshops and during the focus groups

a=PDA Project list

b = Common Projects
c-= Other Prgects

d = Total Focus Groups

West/Kasape East/Gbangu South/Wundua Total
a b c a b C a b c a b c d
Nr of
: 32 14 17 | 100 | 13 | 24 34 21 | 43 166 48 84 132
projects
Total nr
of project 49 124 77 250
per area*
% 20% 50% 31% 66% | 19% | 34% | 53%

*without common pojects
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Table 13. Comparison of projects listed during PDA workshops and during the focus groups by the

category.
West/Kasape East/Gbangu South/Wundua
Pfo?gzt Common Other Pfggct Common Other PlfgeAct Common Other
list Projects | Projects list Projects | Projects list Projects | Projects
Infrastructure 5 0 0 4 0 4 2 2 2
Farmé&Livestock 13 5 7 51 4 9 18 12 17
Water 3 3 2 5 3 0 2 1 2
Education 4 3 2 4 4 0 1 1 8
Health 2 2 5 8 2 8 5 2 10
Credit/Bu;iness/ 3 1 1 13 0 0 5 3 2
Marketing
Religion 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
Social 1 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0
Administration 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 5 0 3 0 0 2
Total 32 14 17 100 13 24 34 21 43
Langbensi Ce”tfa" JSS East/JSS Gbangu East/JSS Gambaga
Langbensi
PFr)o?eAct Corr_lmon Ot_her Plragg\ct Corr_]mon Ot_her Pfgtit Common Ot_her
list Projects | Projects list Projects | Projects list Projects | Projects
Infrastructure 8 0 0 4 0 3 4 1 4
Farmé&Livestock 8 2 6 51 5 4 51 1 0
Water 5 0 0 5 2 0 5 1 1
Education 15 3 6 4 2 14 4 2 20
Health 4 2 4 8 2 8 8 0 4
l\cﬂgi'eﬂtﬁ]‘?'”esy . 0 0 13 2 0 13 0 2
Religion 8 0 0 2 0 0 0 0
Social 9 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0
Administration 2 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 0
Other 0 0 3 5 0 5 5 0 4
Total 60 7 19 100 13 34 100 5 35
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Table 14. Comparison of projects listed during PDA workshops and during the focus groups by the
actor initiating the project.

Projects PDA workshops The same as PDA Other Projects Total
N West Kasape
Initiator
FBO 13 6 8 14
GOV 7 4 0 4
NGO 2 1 3 4
Private 2 0 0 0
Other 1 3 6 9
Mixed* 7 0 0 0
Total: 32 14 17 31
East Gbangu
FBO 37 7 2 9
GOV 39 3 8 11
NGO 12 3 11 14
Private 10 0 0 0
Other 2 0 3 3
Mixed* 0 0 0 0
Total: 100 13 24 37
South Wundua
FBO 7 3 8 11
GOV 8 6 8 14
NGO 0 8 17 25
Private 4 0 0 0
Other 0 4 10 14
Mixed* 15 0 0 0
Total: 34 21 43 64

* Projects initiated by more than one actor.

The same trend can be observed, if we compare the rankings of the best projects made
during the PDA workshops and those made duringdhes group discussion3 gble

15). Only two or three projects listed were ranked as the best in the area by all
participants. Moreover, the projects ranked by almost all were schools, boreholes, a
clinic and, in ase of Wundua/South also soy beans and groundnuts production. If we
take a closer look at the projects ranked by the PDA patrticipants, it can be observed that
the projects that have been chosen are r
meaning veryrich and rich, and partly NP/NR. Projects such as: National Health
Insurance, loan scheme, miaredit schemes or road are the projects from which the
very rich and the rich will profit the most. It was said during the discussion about wealth
classes thahe family of a very rich and rich person is covered with NHI, within other
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group maybe some members of the family are or nobody. The same situation refers to
the credits schemédsin order to get a loan, you have to be part of a group, be able to
contribute, as well as have the capital to get it. As far as roads are concerned, they are
made for people who can actually use them, so for those with a car, motorbike or a
bicycle, thus very rich, rich and NP/NR. By analyzing the ranking of projects made by
the participants of the focus group discussions, it can be stated that the majority of those
people were the representatives of the NP/NR wealth class. This statement is based on
the observation that the participants of the focus groups were choosing nare oft
projects that were classified as those that did reach poor peoplthebuotajority of
projects were still targeted at NP/NR. This can be said about-LPABe food
distribution project (targeted at the poorest), andpiaating initiatives. Other pjects,

ranked by all participants, were still regarded as those where the very rich and the rich
are the main beneficiaries: schools, clinics or boreholes, as will be evaluated in the
further section of this chapter. During the focus groups, it was neilyp@$o gather the
representatives of all social and wealth classes, and | was able to reach mostly people
considered to be the NP/NR, while during the PDA workshops mostly elites (rich and
very rich, and also some NP/NR) were represented. As such Bissnoed the lists of
projects and the rankings, it did not influence the outcome of the poverty assessment

much.
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